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The trustees of the High Halstow relief in need
charity are now in a position to inform villagers of
the latest developments in looking for a new
tenant for the Red Dog. We had a huge number
of applicants and it was very hard to narrow it
down to a short list. This was however done and
we interviewed a number of prospective tenants.
We are delighted to announce that we have
chosen a new tenant and they have now
accepted our offer. We now have to go through a
process of financial and legal checks, a new
lease has to be drawn up and agreed by both
parties. Only when this is all done and the lease
signed will we be in a position to reveal the name
of the tenant. Clearly it would be unwise to do so
any earlier as things could go wrong and we
would have to look again, but we feel sure that
won’t be the case.
What we can say is that the vision of the new
tenant is to create a classic Kent country pub,
with an emphasis on building community spirit
and strengthening links with existing
organisations. They hope to provide good quality
food at an affordable price as well as a good
selection of beers and other drinks.
We are aware that some people have felt
frustrated with the slow process and lack of
information. This has sadly been unavoidable
due to the very nature of the issues involved and
we have felt it was better to take the time to
select the right tenant to ensure that this
important village centre thrives and gives the
people of High Halstow the type of pub they
would like.

All of Medway’s bus timetables are now available in
a new free booklet. The user-friendly booklet
contains the timetable information for all operators’
services including Arriva, ASD, Chalkwell, Kings
Ferry and Nu-venture. The comprehensive
timetable booklet is available from all of Medway’s
Contact Points and libraries. Timetables can also be
downloaded at www.medway.gov.uk/buses
The booklet has been put together as part of
Medway's Local Transport Plan strategy, in
partnership with Arriva, to improve public transport
information. Medway Council’s Portfolio Holder for
Front Line Services Cllr Phil Filmer said: “Medway
Council reintroduced hard copies of the timetable
last year in response to customer demand. We are
keen to get the information out to bus users and
potential users and not everyone feels comfortable
with the internet. It is part of our commitment to
keep residents informed on travel choices in
Medway.”
For more information, please contact
transport.planning@medway.gov.uk

The Trustees

Recycling Banks
The Parish Council discussed, at the May
meeting, as to whether we wish to have the
recycling bins removed from the Parish Council
car park.
Although there was a strong feeling for both
having the bins removed from the car park and the
need to encourage recycling in the Parish, it was
felt that every opportunity to re-site them should
be made first. Therefore the Parish Council are
currently in contact with Medway Council (owners
of the recycling bins) as to where they can be resited too, if at all. Please let the Parish Council
know what your feelings are at the June meeting
when hopefully a decision will be made.
HHPC

Youth Night: Friday 4th June
Farmers Market: Saturday 5th June
School Fete: Saturday 26th June
Garden Party: Saturday 3rd July

Village Hall Report

Message from Pat

Our meeting on the 12th May was the Annual
General Meeting and was attended by all the
members of the committee and 6 members of
the public. The committee was re-elected and
Carl Mitchell was elected as the new chairman,
all other posts on the committee remained as
previous. Gary Thomas reported on the fund
raising applications he has submitted and
confirmed that the plans for the refurbishment
have been submitted to Medway Council. We
are not expecting to hear back from Medway for
6-8 weeks and once we have we could then
invite companies to tender for the work.
General day-to-day maintenance was discussed
and vandalism to the notice board inside the hall
was reported. A message of thanks was given
to Pat Hillman for the Annual Quizzathon which
raised approx £500 for the Hall.
It was noted that the Hall will be 50 years old in
January 2012 and that it would be good to use
this as a date for the refurbished Hall to hold a
celebration of some kind, details to follow.
Please see Hall accounts published on page 7.

I spent 22 very happy years in High Halstow,
and after 3 or 4 years thinking seriously about
moving nearer to my family, I finally made that
very difficult decision. I enjoyed all the many
activities I joined in with, especially the Quiz
Nights, Farmers Markets, Friendly Club and
Parish Council, and everyone connected to
them. Just as I thought things couldn't get any
better, along came the Quizathon, I was thrilled
that so many people were coming, but never in
a million years did I expect the alternative
'Margaret's Music'. I want to thank everyone
who contributed to my farewell, especially
Margaret, Lesley and John. It was very
emotional and totally unexpected. It is
impossible for me to thank everyone individually,
so I hope you will accept this letter as my
thanks. High Halstow will always be a place I
will have been associated with and if my family
lived closer I would never even have considered
moving.
Once again I thank you from the bottom of my
heart.

Booking Clerk
The Hall is in need of new blood on the
committee and a particular role which needs to
be filled is that of booking clerk. Could you
spare a few hours per month? If you would like
to help out then we would love to see you at our
next meeting on 9th June @ 6:30pm or if you
can’t make that, then call Carl on 250911 or Ann
on 251914
Village Hall Committee

Pat Hillman

High Halstow and District Gardening Club
A huge thank you to all members who attended
and contributed so generously to the Plant Bring
and Buy Sale, which took place on Tuesday 11
May. Peter Tyler put his heart and soul into his
role as Auctioneer, which contributed to the fun!
The evening was a great success and thanks to
your support the club made a profit of £200
which was fantastic. Well done!
The next meeting is at 8pm on Tuesday 8 June,
when Neil Arnold will be talking to us about “The
Mysterious Creatures of Kent” which promises
to be fascinating, so do come along.
At 2pm on Saturday 12 June there is a Garden
Party at The Oast, Ducks Court Farm and
members plus guests are very welcome to
attend. There will be refreshments, cakes,
plants, books and bric-a-brac for sale, plus a
raffle. The Committee would be grateful if any
members would be kind enough to contribute
items for these stalls. If so please let Gwen
Bucknall know either at the next meeting on 8th
June or by telephone on 01634 250456.
The outing to the Tower Bridge Exhibition plus a
boat trip to the Thames Flood Barrier where we
will have a guided tour and talk, will now take
place on Mon 28th June in the Villager minibus,
leaving High Halstow Village Hall at 9am
Gwen Bucknall

High Halstow Girls Football Winner
Congratulations to Lizzie Waldie, a member of the
league and cup winning Ebbsfleet U10 girls football
team. Lizzie, a pupil of High Halstow Primary
School and a resident of the village, started playing
for Ebbsfleet at the beginning of the season and a
very successful season it turned out to be. They
won the league, beating established teams like
Crystal Palace, by 7 points having won 19 of their 21
games and won the league cup final against
Gravesham on penalities. Lizzie scoring the all
important winning penalty.
Lizzie was also voted the Kent League U10 Player
of the Year, an award that is voted for by all the
opposing clubs in her age section. Lizzie works very
hard at her game and trains not only at Ebbsfleet but
with her dad Steven and her brother George.
Next season Ebbsfleet are running U10, U11, U13
and U15 girls teams and are always looking for new
girls. Trials are held on Saturday 19th June,
between 10am-12 noon at Northfleet Girls School,
Hall Road, Northfleet. For more information ring
Jason Wright on 07525 063763.
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High Halstow Cricket Club – May 2010

EXAM NERVES ?

The headline in the report for May 2009 was a
maiden hundred for Ashley Trigg. His 153 on the
opening Sunday of this season was a joy to
behold. Since then records have fallen to U15s
Aaron Robertson and Liam Seymour who not
only put on over 200 against Harvel in twenty
overs, but nearly repeated the feat against
Meopham three weeks later, when they added
190 for the first wicket. In both games Liam
reached his hundred whilst Aaron scored 73 not
out and 73 respectively. Aaron has been
selected for trials with Kent, and we wish him
well. The Under 15s are top of their league,
whilst the other colts teams end the month in the
higher reaches of theirs.

End of year exams are looming at schools and universities
and the question is, in situations where we need to prove
our worth, are you, or your children, performing at
anything less than your best, because of nerves ? The
following stressful situations can be made even more
difficult because we know in advance that our nerves
could prevent us from giving our best performance.

Driving Tests
Exams
Interviews
Its often a vicious circle, we get anxious, which leads to
mistakes which make us more nervous.
Homeopathic remedies are natural, safe and have no side
effects whatsoever and, in particular, cause no drowsiness
or loss of alertness. The remedies simply stop our nerves
from getting in the way of our best performance.

Conditions at Hoo School have been “sporty” for
the 3rd and 4th XIs, but of the three games
played there so far, 2 have been won by large
margins, which is encouraging for the rest of the
season. However, much work needs to be done
on the pitches to make them reliable and good
for batting. Such conditions will assist the
school's teams in particular, and our joint efforts
to secure adequate funding will be channelled
into achieving this target.

For more information contact :
Wanda Wright LCH MARH
5 Cooling Road, High Halstow.
Tel: 01634 252284
Email: bespokehomeopathy.co.uk

Mother & Toddler Group
The High Halstow Mother & Toddler Group are a
friendly club that meet every Thursday between
9:00 & 11:00 at the Memorial Hall (term-time only).
Newborns to school-aged children are welcome.
The small fee of £1.00 is payable for all those over
6 months, plus 50p for subsequent children.
Squash & biscuits are provided for the little ones
plus tea and coffee for the grown-ups. This is a
great opportunity for the younger people of the
village to meet, learn social skills and make friends.
We offer two hours of fun, including free play with
100's of toys, table craft activities, musical play,
singing and storytelling. Plus summer picnics and
other seasonal activities to look forward to.

The 2nd XI have had a disappointing start, but
we are confident of improvement as the
cobwebs are blown away. Some of the members
of the club played against Dartford 3rd XI only 5
years ago. This season we play Dartford 1st XI
and although the game was lost, there was no
disgrace, indeed there was much to take
forward. The following week the team had a
notable win over Holmsdale, one of the
members of the Kent League's top division in its
early years.
An early win in the National Village Knock Out
gives us a home Kent semi-final on 6th June
against Yalding. The Lords national final is a
long way off, but we have started the journey!
On 9th June we entertain Whitstable, from Kent
League Division I in the Shepherd Neame
Twenty20 with a 5.30 start.
The season will be tough for all, especially the
1st XI, but we are encouraged by the start and
by the strength and talent coming through the
colts. There is plenty of opportunity to watch all
the teams during the week and at weekends –
we are delighted to welcome spectators to all
games.
David Lapthorn
HHCC Chairman

New faces always welcome, so if you look after a
little one on a Thursday morning - please come
along and join us.
All enquiries to Marie Calvert 01634 253544

Farmers Market
The next Farmers Market is on Saturday 5th June,
doors opening at 9.30. Why not come along and buy
your weekend vegetables, meat, bread and cakes.
We also have a huge selection of craft stalls
including handmade cards, jewellery, candles, plants
and handmade chocolates. Fancy some homemade
jam, marmalade, pickles or honey. This is the place
to come.
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The Rude Mechanical Theatre Company's
2010 Summer Tour
'Ik'r'us Inc'
Probably the best open air theatre event you will see
this year! On 28th July the RSPB North Kent
Marshes will be hosting this brilliant theatre company
at RSPB Northward Hill, Cooling near Rochester,
Kent. Gates open at 6.00pm for picnics. Performance
starts at 7.30pm. Tickets £11 per adult, with
concessions for seniors (£10) and group bookings
(10+ group are £9 per adult). Tickets are now on sale
- by visiting this website
www.therudemechanicaltheatre.co.uk, or by phoning
the Central Box Office on 01323-501260.
Please bring your own seats or rugs. Parking and
toilets on site. A beautiful countryside setting for a
good laugh and some excellent music on a summer
evening. Can get chilly later so bring a jumper or a
hot toddy .... or a hot companion!
'Ik'r'us Inc'
Set in Dreamville, Indiana, in 1955, this hilarious but
touching story weaves together the ancient myth of
Daedalus & Ikarus and the everyday lives of factory
workers in a small American town, whose hopes &
ambitions suddenly seem possible when a
commercial traveller comes into town with his
suitcase full of dreams. Full of rock'n'roll performed
by six of the best actor / musicians in contemporary
physical theatre.
Lyn Gardner, The Guardian - 'A crucial part of our theatre
ecology'.
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Resume of the Parish Council Meeting
12 May 2010

School's out, but there's no need to be bored
A new Saturday club opens its doors next month
to bring an end to young people’s cries of “I’m
bored.” Bored young people who twiddle their
thumbs or scratch their head for things to do
should head to the Hundred of Hoo School in
Main Road from Saturday, 12 June. Young
people aged 10 to 16 can take part in a range of
exciting activities, including trampolining with a
qualified coach and learning MC and DJ skills
with MC Spinout from Breakology. Dancers who
dream of being the next Diversity or star in films
such as Street Dance can learn to pop-and-lock
and break dancing moves with a professional
coach. Anyone who favours their chances
better in a kitchen than on the dance floor can
follow in Jamie Oliver’s footsteps and brush up
on their cookery skills by signing up to a young
chefs course.
The first college programme will start on
Saturday, 12, June from noon to 2.30pm. The
courses last four weeks and cost £5 a week.
Medway Council’s Portfolio Holder for Children
Services Cllr Les Wicks said: “I’m delighted to
see more and more clubs and activities being
organised for our young people.
“It is a fabulous opportunity to learn new skills,
make new friends and have fun.”
Contact Phone Kerry Burke on 01634 251443 or
email kerry.burke@medway.gov.uk for more
details.

The May meeting of parish councils is called
the Annual Parish Council Meeting and is the
occasion on which the chairman is elected for
the year and when “jobs” for councillors for the
year are allocated. So at our meeting George
Crozer and Gary Thomas were re-elected
Chairman and Vice-chairman respectively. Most
responsibilities remain the same, but Angela
Bostock has joined the Planning Committee in
place of Carl Mitchell and she has also taken
on the portfolio of the allotments. The full list
will be in the official minutes of the meeting,
which will be placed on the website once they
have been agreed and signed at the June
meeting.
The meeting was attended by Charles Crouch,
one of our two Footpath Officers, PCSO Sean
Brooks and 4 members of the public. PCSO
Brooks said that priorities were being set for
policing in the Peninsula ward and that dog
fouling was one priority set for High Halstow.
Councillors asked that parked cars blocking
pavements were also give priority.
Two planning applications for single-storey
extensions were discussed and responses of
no objection made.
In the Recreation Ground, the new playpark
and items of play equipment for older children
were discussed. Some final work had yet to be
done. A review meeting with Turfsoil was
scheduled for the following week. This would
include a meeting with the contractor who was
to complete the drainage ditch works. The work
to the area by the kick wall had not been
finished and Groundwork, who had obtained
the grant for this and who were supposed to be
doing the work, would be reminded about it.

Your chance to learn about the Medway
Youth Offending Team
The Medway Youth Offending Team is holding
an open evening to anyone who would like to
know more about how the team works on
Thursday, 10 June from 4pm to 7pm. The team
will be showing how they work to prevent and
reduce youth-associated crimes in Medway.
The event is being held at the Adolescent
Resource Centre, Balfour Road, Chatham.
The team is a ‘one stop shop’, made up of
social workers, probation officers, health,
education, police, training, parenting and
substance misuse specialists who all work
together to help and support young people to
change their offending ways and make our
community a safer place.
The event is chance for the public to meet the
team, enjoy some refreshments and find out
more about the work that goes on with young
offenders and their parents.
Phone the team on 01634 336225 for more
details.

There was also a debate about the recycling
bins. It was decided that Medway Council
should be asked if they could site them
elsewhere in the village. Councillors did not
want to prevent recycling, but the bins
encouraged some vandalism and it was felt that
the weight of the vehicles that emptied them
had in all probability caused the damage to the
car park that had cost a substantial sum of
money a couple of years ago. It was also
reported that there was now some overnight
parking in the car park and this will be an
agenda item for the next meeting, which will be
held on Wednesday 9 June at 8 pm.
HHPC
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Mini Youth Games Cricket
Seven teams remained undefeated as Medway's primary schools did battle on the cricket field.
Hot on the heels of England's World Twenty20 victory, 34 primary schools took part in the Kwik
Cricket tournament at High Halstow on Thursday, 27 May. Each school played five matches during
the day, and in the end it came to runs scored to separate the top seven teams. Balfour Junior
School were eventually crowned as champions ahead of Hilltop Primary School and local favourites
High Halstow Primary School, who were also the best placed small school. The top three will be
joined by fourth placed Wainscott Primary School in qualifying for the Night of Champions event
taking place as part of June's Medway Festival of Sport.
A major focus of all MYG events is on participation and sportsmanship, and the team from Thames
View Junior School were awarded the fair play trophy. Medway Council Sports Development Officer
John Hatchett said: "This was a great event and there was a good, friendly competition atmosphere
throughout the day.
"Thank you to High Halstow Cricket Club and the Parish Council for hosting the event, and to the
volunteers from Medway's Sports Leadership Programme and the Hundred of Hoo and Rochester
Maths schools."
The MYG is a multi-sport programme of events run through the school year for all Medway primary
schools. It forms part of the Medway Games series organised by Medway Council's Sports
Development Team with the support of Medway's two school sports partnerships, national governing
bodies, local sports clubs and leisure facilities. Prizes are awarded at each event and points are
gained towards the overall Mini Youth Games title.
If you are interested in joining a local cricket club, getting involved in the sport or finding out more
about Mini Youth Games, visit the sports development pages at www.medway.gov.uk/london2012.
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Hall Vandalism
The Hall has been subject to much vandalism within the past year, and has got to the point where the
majority of windows have had to be boarded-up rather than paying out each time to replace them.
The Parish Council have requested that ball games not be played in the car park as the balls have
been the major cause of smashed windows. If you see footballs being used in the car park please
report the incident to the police by using the PCSO number (01634) 792346. Please call 999
immediately if an act of vandalism is taking place.
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World Cup Rules and Regulations
Dear Sweetheart/Girl Friend/ Partner/Wife/Whomever it may concern,
1. Between 11 June and 11 July 2010, you should read the sports section of the newspaper so that
you are aware of what is going on regarding the World of Soccer, and that way you will be able to join
in the conversations. If you fail to do this, then you will be looked at in a bad way, or you will be totally
ignored. DO NOT complain about not receiving any attention.
2. During the World Cup, the television is mine, at all times, without any exceptions. If you even take
a glimpse of the remote control, you will lose it (your eye).
3. If you have to pass by in front of the TV during a game, I don't mind, as long as you do it crawling
on the floor and without distracting me.
4. During the games I will be blind, deaf and mute, unless I require a refill of my drink or something to
eat. You are out of your mind if you expect me to listen to you, open the door, answer the telephone,
or pick up the baby that just fell on the floor....It won't happen.
5. It would be a good idea for you to keep at least 2 six packs in the fridge at all times, as well as
plenty of things to nibble on (excluding your body parts), and please do not make any funny faces to
my friends when they come over to watch the games. In return, you will be allowed to use the TV
between 12am and 6am, unless they replay a good game that I missed during the day.
6. Please, please, please!! If you see me upset because one of my teams is losing, DO NOT say "get
over it, it's only a game", or "don't worry, they'll win next time". If you say these things, you will only
make me angrier and I will love you less. Remember, you will never ever know more about football
than me and your so called "words of encouragement" will only lead to a break up or divorce.
7. You are welcome to sit with me to watch one game and you can talk to me during halftime but only
when the commercials are on, and only if the half time scores is pleasing me. In addition, please note
I am saying "one" game; hence do not use the World Cup as a nice cheesy excuse to "spend time
together".
8. The replays of the goals are very important. I don't care if I have seen them or I haven't seen them,
I want to see them again, Many times.
9. Tell your friends NOT to have any babies, or any other child related parties or gatherings that
requires my attendance because:
a) I will not go,
b) I will not go, and
c) I will not go.
10. But, if a friend of mine invites us to his house on a Sunday to watch a game, we will be there in a
flash.
11. The daily World Cup highlights show on TV every night is just as important as the games
themselves. Do not even think about saying "but you have already seen this...why don't you change
the channel to something we can all watch?" because, the reply will be, "Refer to Rule #2 of this list".
12. And finally, please save your expressions such as "Thank God the World Cup is only every 4
years". I am immune to these words, because before and after this comes the Champions League,
Premier League, Super 14, Spanish League, KPL, Grand Prix, Tri Nations, hell, even WrestleMania,
etc.
P/S
By the way if you get stuck on the road call 999 or AA.
Thank you for your co-operation.
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Children and Social Networking Websites
After last month's article about Cyber-bullying I received a number of comments from concerned parents with
regard to social networking websites. This article includes practical information with regard to Facebook but all
of the tips can be applied to any of the sites like Twitter, MySpace, Bebo etc.
David Perry, global director of education for Trend Micro says "Social networking is here to stay; we cannot
avoid it, so education and vigilance are needed. The only sure way to avoid malware and revealing too much
personal information through social networks is to stop using social networks - this is not a possibility for the
masses."
But Perry did offer a list of tips for safety when using the sites such as employing strong passwords that are
unique for each site, denying use of all applications offered on the sites, learning what sensitive data is and
don't post it, don't identify family members, don't friend people you don't already know, don't chat and don't
answer surveys.
He noted that seemingly innocuous information posted to these sites can be valuable to criminals. For
example, if a person mentions their grandfather's full name and it doesn't match their own last name, it's likely
that is the person's mother's maiden name -- a fact often used to identify people for authentication purposes.
If you post a photo of your dog Fluffy, that gives hackers a potential password to try out, he said. Friends of
friends on Facebook can see a user's list of friends, and using any application on Facebook enables hackers
to see a user's page including their inbox, he said.
Data mining among these sites can produce extensive dossiers on individuals, far beyond what they might
expect. "Google probably knows more about you than your therapist".
What people lose on these sites is secrets, but because they don't lose actual possession of their secrets, they
don't realise they have been taken, he said. "You've still got it, but so do they, and you don't know".
Well-organized criminal groups are behind most of the exploits distributed through social networks and are so
sophisticated that within just a few years every machine hit by malware will be hit by a unique version never
used before. Already malware is developed, used for 15 minutes or so then retired, making traditional
signature-based anti-malware ineffective.
These criminal groups are large -- one had a 500-person call centre- and sophisticated; they offer service
plans and upgrades.
Let' talk about Facebook specifically – This site has a wide range of privacy settings available, and in general
you want all the privacy you can get. Most of the horror stories about social networking involve kids making
information public and/or making contact with strangers. The rules below are generally designed to avoid all
contact with strangers. The key concept is to use Facebook only to interact with real personal friends.
I don't believe any part of the internet can be made safe enough to allow my kids, to browse around
unsupervised. The tips below assume you are a parent who will take an active interest in monitoring your
child's online behaviour. I strongly suggest that we should always use some type of internet filtering, and that
the computer your child uses to access the internet should be in a public place, not in their bedroom.
If you think this is paranoid, consider the following statement from the official Facebook terms:
We recommend that minors over the age of 13 ask their parents for permission before sending any information
about themselves to anyone over the Internet.
As I stated last month children under 13 are forbidden from using Facebook entirely – If your child is of an age
where they are attending a Primary School, they should not have an account.
Facebook has been making rapid and radical changes over the past year, some of them involving privacy
controls and some of them quite controversial. It can be difficult to know exactly how public your information is,
so you want to assume the worst and limit the amount of personal information posted.
Facebook has been in the news recently because they, in some cases, don't guarantee that you can delete
information you post. Apparently you can't ever delete your account, only "disable" it. And they admit they
share a limited amount of information with third parties (particularly advertisers) regardless of your privacy
settings. And some of your information gets automatically emailed, after which deleting it is no help. So be
careful what you post!
Here are a few tips for those parents of children over 13:
Privacy settings
All your privacy settings in general should be set to "only my friends" or "no one". Check these pages
occasionally to make sure nothing has changed. Note there are several privacy pages, and you need to check
them all. Dangers from predators or other types of harassment go up significantly when your profile is public.
Who can find me in search: Only my friends or people in my network. Consider leaving this on "only my
friends" except when you are trying to link up with a new friend who needs to search for you.
What people can do with search results: Disable viewing your friend list. Following friends of friends is in
general discouraged.
News feed: If your other privacy settings are set to friends only, the settings here are not extremely important.
But be nice to your friends and don't send them news feeds about everything. You especially don't need
automatic news about changes to settings, etc.
Applications: Remove the events and marketplace applications. Don't add other applications without
permission and don't browse the applications menu.
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Block list and limited profile list. These are primarily for people with a public profile, so you can block a few
select people and keep the information public to everyone. This is Facebook's answer to stalkers. However,
you want your profile private to begin with. There is no point in blocking one of your friends - just remove them
as a friend instead.
Profile
If your profile privacy settings are correct, these settings are not so crucial since only your friends can see the
information. However, since privacy settings can be accidentally set wrong, it is safest not to put unnecessary
personal information here.
Basic: Leave "interested in" and "looking for" unchecked (they will not show in your profile). Facebook is for
interacting with your friends, not meeting strangers and building new relationships. Select "don't show my
birthday" (this is a possible security risk).
Contact: Enter only email and screen name. Any of your friends can get any other information from you
directly if needed. Don't risk making it public by accident.
Personal: These are empty boxes that can be filled with anything, so be careful that you don't accidentally put
something here that you shouldn't make public. Remember that anything you say here can and might be used
against you. Don't think you can just delete it later and no one will ever know, either. On the internet
information has a way of getting passed around and becoming permanent.
Friends
One parent should have a Facebook page and be your friend. This allows parents to monitor what is going
onto Facebook.
Only people who are true friends in real life should be your friends in Facebook (friends of friends don't count
unless they are already a personal friend to you too).
Beware of spoof Facebook pages, claiming to be someone they are not. Someone might do this to one of
your friends as a "joke" and cause lots of confusion and trouble. This is one reason to interact only with true
friends after you know it is their real Facebook page.
Parents approve all friends, or at least reserve the right to disapprove friends just as they presumably will in
real life.
Friends who use Facebook in a dangerous manner cannot be online friends.
Assuming you will have to say no to some friend requests, think ahead about how you can kindly turn down
these requests. Also, think about the possible awkwardness of removing someone from a friend list, and don't
add lots of friends casually.
Recognise that there are many different kinds of friendship, but Facebook only recognises friends or not
friends (this is part of the risk of using Facebook). Don't put too much importance on whether someone
agrees to be your Facebook friend or not.
Networks and Groups
Only join networks and groups that are real organisations or groups in real life. This includes generally only
your school, home town, church, and other similar organisations. Do not join other online Facebook networks.
Recognise that geographic groups like towns can contain some people you really don't want to be associated
with. Recognise that any network, including school, may contain imposters.
Get parents' permission for any networks or groups.
Places you go
Don't visit profiles of anyone except your friends. Facebook is for keeping up with your friends, not for
browsing profiles of people who are not your friends. This includes friends of friends.
Don't browse new applications. Think of Facebook as a place to exchange info with your friends, not a
playground to goof off with strange apps like food fight. Any new app may have privacy risks you don't know
about.
Don't search except for the purpose of finding your true friends to establish friend links with.
Features you shouldn't use
Events - public announcements of events online is risky, unless they are really public events. You don't want
strangers dropping in on your birthday party, do you?
Marketplace - this is probably not the best way for you to buy and sell stuff either. Selling stuff and maintaining
privacy don't go together. Nobody should know about you on Facebook except your friends, and if you want to
sell to them there are better ways.
Other
Parents need to know Facebook passwords. They need to log in occasionally to understand how Facebook
looks from your point of view.
Parents need to agree not to change or make posts on your Facebook page. This can be very embarrassing
and defeats the purpose of Facebook. They access it for monitoring only, unless of course you post
something really inappropriate.
Cllr Dr Martin Mitchell
High Halstow Parish Council
Further information on positive parenting and child safety is available by going to www.twitter.com/parentboost.
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Can’t Stop the Beat

HIGH HALSTOW & DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

Dramarama
Summer Show 2010
Dance, Sketches,
Songs and more

ONLY GARDENING CLUB ON THE PENINSULA
COME AND JOIN US, PLENTY OF ACTIVITIES

July 15th, 16th & 17th
7:30pm

SPRING SHOW (Members only)
ANNUAL SHOW (Open to all)
OUTINGS

Tickets £4.00 each from
Fred & Hazel (251135)
or
Noleen (271026)

MONTHLY MEETINGS with SPEAKERS
at MEMORIAL HALL (2nd Tuesday of month)
BRING & BUY SALE

For more information contact –
GWEN BUCKNALL (01634 250456)

Dolly Parton Returns
We are currently negotiating for the return of
Dolly Parton. In addition she will be bringing
along Kenny Rogers and Shania Twain. For
those who came to her last show will
remember how good she was. Please watch
this space for confirmation of dates and
times.

Note from the Editor
The High Halstow Times is a friendly point of contact
and all views expressed are those of the individual.
No letter will be published without the name and
address of the writer being supplied to the editor,
although this information may be withheld from
appearing in the HHT upon request.
Past copies of the HHT are available on the village
website www.highhalstow.org.uk
If you have a matter for complaint, it should be
brought to the attention of the Parish Council, which
meets on the second Wednesday of every month, at
8pm in the Memorial Hall. Members of the public are
always welcome.
Advertising rates are £15 per quarter page per
edition; £30 per half page per edition.
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Sylvester and tweetie pie can live together says RSPB
These are tough times for baby birds, relying on others for food and shelter and with predators waiting for their
chance to pounce. Baby birds are particularly vulnerable to predators like cats at this time of year but the
RSPB says the two can live harmoniously in our gardens this breeding season with a few simple measures.
Sophie McCallum, RSPB South East media officer, said: “People are often surprised that the RSPB is
supportive of owning cats and firmly believes that cats and garden birds can exist side by side quite
comfortably with a bit of sensible pet ownership and taking a few simple measures.”
The wildlife charity is keen to provide cat owners with information on what they can do to avoid chicks being
caught in the next few weeks and is offering the following advice:
- Put a bell on the cat’s collar – an RSPB study shows that this can reduce predation of birds by 41%. The
collar should have a quick release buckle and fitted properly
- Make sure cats are well fed and cared for. This may encourage them to stay close to home and be less likely
to wander
- Keep your cats indoors around sunset and sunrise and after bad weather – birds are most vulnerable at
these times as it’s when they are most likely to come out to feed.
-Take your cat indoors if a fledgling is in the garden, until its parents lead it away
-Avoid putting food on the ground for a few weeks where cats are known to catch birds. Use a bird table or
higher ground where cats cannot reach it
- Place spiny plants such as holly or an uncomfortable surface around the base of the feeding station to
prevent cats sitting underneath it
- Position nest boxes where cats cannot reach them or sit close to them
The best estimate of how many pet cats there are in the UK is 7.2 million.
Estimates of how many creatures are killed by cats each year vary significantly. Recent figures suggest that
the UK’s cats caught 100 million prey items in five months, of which 27 million were birds.
Despite the large numbers of birds killed, there is no scientific proof that predation by cats in gardens is having
any impact on bird populations UK wide.
RSPB

PROJECT 90

Need to Hire a Hall

90 minutes spent improving
the village

If you are interested in hiring either of the halls in
the village for a party, function or
meeting please contact :

Saturday 12th June

Memorial Hall - Angela Forward 251756
Village Hall - Ann Smith 251914

8:30am Start at the Village Hall
Free Tea, Coffee, Cakes and Buns
afterwards for all the helpers

Please avoid phoning on a Sunday
as we are often busy with family and won’t be
able to take your booking.

Your Parish Councillors
George Crozer, Chair
01634 250286
e.mail: george@highhalstow.org.uk
Gary Thomas, Vice Chair 01634 252812
e.mail: gary.thomas@medway.gov.uk
Martin Andrews
07984 791029
Angela Bostock
07880 531641
Ray Collins
01634 250105
Pat Hillman
01634 251064
Carl Mitchell
01634 250911
Martin Mitchell
07531 984169
Lesley Munday
01634 250276

HH Village Website
The Parish Council website has been relaunched.
Did you know you can see the minutes of your Parish
Council on our website! If that is not your cup of tea,
you can also look up local groups in the village, past
copies of the High Halstow Times, and pictures of
recent events. A reminder for local groups is that you
can advertise your activities free of charge on this
site just let us have the details.
For all your village needs the site is:
www.highhalstow.org.uk

Your councillors may also be contacted
through the Parish Clerk:

Local businesses can now advertise
on the village website, please visit the site for info.

Mrs Roxana Brammer
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01474 871269

Dates for Diary
Every Tuesday
Kings Kitchen
Memorial Hall
09:00 - 12:00
Every Wednesday
Painting & Drawing for Beginners
10.00
Memorial Hall
Every Thursday
Mother and Toddler's
09.00
Memorial Hall
Sugar Babes
19.00
Memorial Hall
Every Saturday
Karmann Dancers
Memorial Hall
09.00
1st Friday of Each Month
Youth Night
Memorial Hall
19:30 - 10:00
Other Dates
Wednesday 2nd
Women’s Institute
19.30
Memorial Hall
Saturday 5th June
Farmers Market
09:30 - 11:00
Village Hall
Tuesday 8th
Garden Club
20.00
Memorial Hall
Wednesday 9th
Parish Council
20.00
Memorial Hall
Saturday 12th
Project 90
08.30
Village Hall
Friday 25th
Quiz Nite
20.00
Village Hall
Friday 11th June
19:00 - 22:00
Saturday 26th June
12:00 - 16:00

HHPS Pamper Evening
HH Primary School
HHPS PTA School Fair
HH Primary School

Hayfever, end the misery!
Hayfever, or allergic rhinitis, is one of Summer's
miseries and the most common allergy in the UK.
One in five people suffer at some point in their lives
and what's more, the number of people affected by
allergies is increasing by about 5% every year.
Homeopathy can help Hayfever in different ways.
During the Hayfever season carefully selected
remedies can help to alleviate the symptoms.
However, remedies taken in December, getting them
into the system before the season begins, are more
effective long term, reducing or eliminating the
problem altogether for the future.
If you suffer from Hayfever, or know someone who
does, and are looking for a drug free alternative,
contact:
Wanda Wright, LCH, MARH,
Qualified, Registered Homeopath
5 Cooling Road,
High Halstow,
Tel: 01634 252284
Email: bespokehomeopathy@yahoo.co.uk
I Know The Score - Final 2010 Table
Comos1 = 2340
Mrs A Sitta = 2245
cousboss = 1855
Ben_De_Legs = 1820
eric007 = 955
Congratulations to Comos1 for winning the first
High Halstow I Know the Score.

www.harveysbuilders.co.uk
01634 222202
info@harveysbuilders.co.uk

Students of Drama, Applied Theatre and Education at
London’s Central School of Speech and Drama present

The Doctor’s Daughter
Join us for all the fun of the fair, with lively games,
music and dance. Created especially for Fuse Medway
Festival and set in the 1940s against a wartime
backdrop The Doctor's Daughter is a love story with a
mischievous twist. A comic tale of trickery
and infatuation, this interactive family show is packed
with cheeky banter and colourful characters.
Enjoy the activities and bring a picnic for the first hour and
then sit down to watch the performance. Entry is free…bring
something comfy to sit on and all children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Performances throughout the festival
• Chatham Riverside, Saturday, 12 June
(shortened preview show)
• Upnor Castle, Sunday, 13 June 4 to 6pm*
• Capstone Farm Country Park, Saturday, 19 June 4 to 6pm
• Cliffe Woods Community Hall, Sunday, 20 June 4 to 6pm
• Cuxton Community Junior School Amphitheatre,
Friday, 25 June 4 to 6pm
• High Halstow Recreation Ground,
Saturday, 26 June 3 to 5pm
*Booking is essential at Upnor Castle as space is limited.
Please phone 01634 338319 to book, for more information or if
you have access needs. Limited parking for some sites. No need to
book for shows at all other venues – first-come-first-served.
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High Halstow Primary
School Summer Fair
Saturday 26th June
1pm -4pm
Bouncy Castle, Coconut Shy,
Football Shoot Out,
Inflatable Slide
Tombola, Face Painting,
Bash the Rat, Stocks
and many more stalls
BBQ and Refreshments
Support your School

2011

2010

2010
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Readers Letters
Dear HHT,
Thank you to everyone who took the time to talk
to me, write to me and call me about the
reception on Orange Mobile’s in our area. I have
today had confirmation that the reason we have
a problem is entirely due to vandalism on a
mobile phone mast in the St Mary Hoo area.
The damage was caused on the night of 23rd
March 2010 which affects the reception power
on the remaining 3 masts. It seems that the
damage was quite severe and needed parts
ordered from overseas, the expectation from
Orange is that the repair should (No promise) be
corrected on or about 31st of May. I am not sure
if this has affected other providers but we can
see light at the end of the Tunnel (Oncoming
Train) I for one have little use for a mobile
telephone that has no signal in my home
location as I use it for business, time is running
out on this one!
Vic Godding
Dear HHT,
In response to a letter in the last edition of the
High Halstow Times, I would like to make clear
that the Hundred of Hoo School has not
installed a mobile phone blocker covering our
site. I would suggest that if worsening signals
are a widespread problem, residents should
approach their mobile network service
providers.
John Keeley, Community Dev. Manager
The Hundred of Hoo School
Dear HHT,
It amazes me to what lengths some will go to own a
new home in High Halstow. Put up over night and
without any form of planning permission two new
timber built homes have been erected in the
recreation ground. Parish councilors were last night
considering what action should be taken. As the
builder has left site and the prospective new owners
have not yet taken up residence, it was decided to
monitor the situation very closely to see who moves
in. They are also calling on users of the recreation
ground to be vigilant and report back any suspicious
activity.
George Crozer, HHPC
Note from Editor: George is of course making
reference to the 2 bird boxes which mysteriously
appeared on the Recreation Ground..can you throw
any light on who put them there?

Lost Tortoise

Tortoise lost from The Street, George has
decided to go walk about. He is a Hermanns
Tortoise and you need a certificate to keep him .
If any one finds him they can contact me on
07902 020394 or via Christmas Lane Vets, The
Coach Barn Kennels or The Post Office. He will
resemble a moving stone but is a very dearly
loved family pet.
Linda Wrapson
Dear HHT,
I have two items which I would like to donate to
a fellow villager at no cost.
I have a 10 foot garden trampoline in excellent
condition which my children have outgrown.
Secondly a trailer which needs some attention
to it’s base but has all the correct electrical
components and is in good working order.
Both items could be collected from my house.
Many thanks
Steve
01634 254486

Anyone for Tea!
The Cricket Club is looking for someone to
prepare teas for the teams playing on
Saturdays and Sundays - approximately 27
covers per match. Whilst a presence during
the tea intervals is preferred it is not
essential. Expressions of interest in this
commercial opportunity should be made to
Stephen Lapthorn on 01634 308420

Contributions for July should be sent by 24th June to:
Carl Mitchell, 8 Marsh Crescent, High Halstow ME3 8TJ
or e.mail to editor@highhalstow.org.uk
Published by High Halstow Parish Council
Printed by Cousins Copy Centre (01634) 727215

