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Santa’s Visit

Cold Calling Scam

Memorial Hall

Crimestoppers are not cold calling people. We
have discovered that a group of scammers are
falsely using our 0800 555 111 number on
telephone displays in a bid to make calls seem
genuine. The scammers are calling people,
saying they are “Crimestoppers at the Home
Office” then asking for personal details.

Our AGM will be held at 7 30pm on Monday
13th July and we invite anyone who uses the
hall to attend and express any suggestions or
request any improvements. This meeting is
also open to anyone else in the village.

Great Birthday Bash

* We are not calling people.

What an enjoyable evening was had by all who
attended the W.I. birthday celebrations last
month. Buffet as usual was very good and the
entertainment superb. Trevor Styles had us
singing along to some of the older pop songs,
and some ladies could not resist getting up and
dancing. Not sure if we needed a licence for
that !! Next meeting is on Wednesday July 1st
when 2 gentlemen from The Flower Pot in
Gravesend will be giving a demonstration of
among other things a wedding bouquet. Starts
at 7:30, £1:50 on the door, new faces very
welcome.

* We do not and cannot call people from 0800
555 111.
* We would never ask for personal details like
this.
What to do if you get a call claiming to be from
Crimestoppers:
1. Never give out your personal information,
2. Report the incident to Action Fraud.
Better Media Solutions scam. We have also
been made aware of the Better Media
Solutions scam. You may receive a phone call
from someone from this company who claims
they are selling advertising space in a Crime
Prevention Booklet that we support. After
sending you a "mock-up" of the booklet, they
also send you an invoice asking for £595. The
truth about this scam:

High Halstow Friendly Club
We had a very successful bring and buy last
month which boosted the club funds nicely.
This month we have a mini bus trip to Deal and
just hope for good weather. Therefore our next
gathering will be on Wednesday 26th August.
We will have a speaker telling us all about the
wonderful properties that Aloe Vera has with
the chance to buy some goodies, and a cream
tea. Meeting starts at 2pm in the Memorial Hall.

* Crimestoppers do not work with a company
called Better Media Solutions.
* Crimestoppers do not support or endorse
their booklet.
* Any use of Crimestoppers imagery in this
booklet is unauthorised.

Dog Walkers

What to do if you are contacted by Better
Media Solutions:

Our rights of way and green spaces are for us
all to enjoy especially this time of year. Please
be aware that if you are exercising your dog it
should be under control at all times when in a
public place.

1. Hang up - don't engage in a sales
conversation,
2. Report the incident to Action Fraud.

Barking Dogs

High Halstow Website

A barking dog can be a real
irritation at anytime of the day if
left unchecked. Please be
mindful that your dog isn’t
causing others sleepless nights
or disturbed enjoyment of their
garden. If you leave your dog
out during the day when you are out, it might
be worth checking with a neighbour that they
are not howling for your return. Please be
considerate to those around you and how often
your dog is barking.

Please visit the Parish Council website for
everything about our village. You can see the
minutes of your Parish Council or look up local
groups in the village, past copies of the High
Halstow Times, and pictures of recent events.

The Village Shop
Opening Hours
Monday – Saturday 7am – 8pm
Sunday 8am – 5pm
Telephone number: 01634 254561
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Gardeners Club

High Halstow Hikers

Hilary Newman gave us an informative and
humorous talk on 'The Lazy Gardner' at our
June meeting.
We are to be treated on 14th July to a talk 'In
the Footsteps of Paddington Bear' from Sue
Shaw which should be interesting.
The schedules for the annual show to be held
on Saturday 29th August are now available
giving details of the classes for exhibits for
vegetables, flowers, domestic, floral art, art &
crafts and photographs. The show is open for
both members and non-members to exhibit. If
you would like a copy of the schedule, please
contact 01634 221579 or hhdgc@outlook.com.

Over 20 of us took part in our June walk which
started from High Halstow village hall and
initially took some paths that few of the group
had taken before despite the paths being on
our doorstep. About 100 yards beyond the end
of the cricket ground along Christmas Lane we
took the short path to the right and turned left
along the back of the houses and across the
amazingly flinty fields to Sharnall Street. This
has been transformed from when it was the
main very busy and dangerous road to Grain.
We took a length of the Saxon Shore Way
before passing back to Sharnall Street across a
lovely field of wild grass and flowers (through
which somebody had kindly mown a very tidy
path: thank you!). After passing across barren
fields to Jackson’s Corner we walked along
Clinch Street and then followed another part of
the Saxon Shore Way through Northward Hill
Nature reserve. The RSPB have cleared large
areas of the woods and opened some great
views back to the village and out across the
surrounding countryside and marshes. We
were exceptionally fortunate to have had one of
the few fine and warm Sundays for this 6 mile
walk. This allowed us to have an enjoyable bbq
after the walk to say goodbye to Ron and
Lesley Fletcher who have been among our
keenest walkers from the start of the Hikers
and have now moved to the West Country.

High Halstow
2015 Photo Competition

After the huge success of last year, the HH Photo
Competition returns for it’s 8th year. Pictures can
be emailed to photos@highhalstow.org.uk and can
be from a camera, phone or any other device. The
categories are the same as last year:
Under 16’s - 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Flora & Fauna - 1st, 2nd, 3rd
People & Places - 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Overall Winner
Winners will receive a prize, certificate and their
photo included in the HH Calendar.

The July walk will be on Sunday 12th July and
will start from the Ship Inn, Conyer near
Sittingbourne (ME9 9HR) at 10.00 from. Alan
Marshall will be leading this. Fingers crossed
we may see seals on the mud-banks of the
river inlets during the walk.

Kings Kitchen
A Coffee and Cake Café
for the Whole Village.
Open 10.00am - 1.00pm
every Tuesday
in the Memorial Hall.

The August walk will be on Sunday 9th and will
be around the Allhallows area, details next
month.

Why not come in and enjoy a
cuppa and a chat.

All are welcome on the walks. Any queries
please contact Mitchell on
mitch.dowsett@btopenworld.com or 01634254428 .

A warm welcome awaits you.
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Friends of St Margaret’s
Following the recent Annual General Meeting the following was agreed upon:
Committee Membership 2015/16
Chairman/Treasurer
Parochial Parish Council
HH Parish Council Representatives
Other Representatives

Gary Thomas
June Collins, Di Welch
George Crozer, Lesley Munday
Fred Beringer, Wendy Brunt, Stephen Gwilt and
Mike Meredith

The Committee also thanked the contribution for the previous year from Bob Prichard and wished
him well for the future
Use of Funds
The members were informed that for 2014/15 a surplus of £1842.55 had been achieved and with
st
brought forward balances there is now a balance of £4900.48 as at 31 March 2015. The accounts
are with the auditors and once signed off these will be published on
http://thefriendsofstmargarets.org.uk for all to see
A few years ago some lead was stolen from the church roof and temporary permission was granted
for a different material to be used in order to prevent further damage to the building. In the long run
though it will be necessary to replace with lead and as a result £4,000 will be invested as a
contribution set a side for when that day arrives.
2015/16
The new committee will meet and look to continue to raise funds not only for the roof, but for items
which will be identified following the Quinquennial Inspection to be carried out this year.
Quinquennial inspections involve a thorough survey of all aspects of a building's fabric and are
intended to identify problems, which have developed since the last time it was inspected and to
establish priorities for repair to ensure the preservation of the fabric.
The Christmas Tree Festival as well as the Cake Festival will be two of the events that will occur
during the next financial year. Please watch this space for details of these and future events
How To Join
Although in the past we had accepted requests for people to pay an annual fee in one go, it was not
clear enough to all that this was the case, so just to be clear you can pay as follows:
1
2

A monthly Standing Order
A one off Annual Fee

Forms are available on http://thefriendsofstmargarets.org.uk or from any Committee member
Thank you all for your continued support.
Gary Thomas

Don’t be Shy!
Have you got something that you want to get off your chest! Does your club need to tell the world about
what’s happening. Do you have an event to promote. Is there a story about the village which just needs to
be told. Do you know an interesting fact about High Halstow you would like to share. Are you a poet without
anyone knowing it! Do you have an old bike, pram, life size Peter Andre model that you would like to sell.
Whatever it is then drop me a line at editor@highhalstow.org.uk and we’ll publish your article in the HHT.
Don’t be slow talk to High Halstow...
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High Halstow Village Hall
Refurbishment Phase Three
As you will all be aware Phase Three has started and that this work will be completed by the time
you receive the next edition. This will see a new main double door entrance to the side of the hall
along with a fire door in anticipation for when the stairs are to be fitted and a new kitchen where the
old Doctors Surgery was. A disabled ramp and rail leading into the hall will also be included in this
phase. This has only been possible with grants received from High Halstow Parish Council, Medway
Council and The Relief In Need Charity. Without these grants these works could not have been
undertaken and so for that the Hall Committee is extremely grateful.
It was disappointing that due to the cost of the works, which went to tender, we were unable to
complete all the remaining building works to this project as we are still left with the stairs and bar
area to complete. We are pleased though to announce, however that due to a extremely generous
member of the village, we have received a further donation of £30,000. This will be used to finish the
kitchen and go towards the final phases of the project. The Hall Committee is extremely grateful for
this donation and would like to thank them for this very kind act.
The Hall Committee would like to thank Ray Collins for the work he has undertaken prior to the
builders coming in and dealing with queries from the builders once they were on site. The work he
continually puts into the Hall has saved many thousands, which has enabled the project to move on
at a pace.
Stage Curtains
The Hall Committee is very pleased to announce that the new curtains including the half blacks and
associated stage work has been completed. This has been down to a grant received by Dramarama
as well as Dramarama also paying monies towards this. Although this is something Dramarama will
benefit from it should be remembered that other users will also benefit from this major improvement,
so the Hall Committee once again would like to pass on our thanks. Needless to say Ray and June
Collins installing this rather than leaving this to the supplier also saved money.
Village Hall Event Planner
The Village Hall Committee is still looking to put on fund raising events for the year and below are
dates that have already been agreed
Quizathons
th
th
Friday 17 July and Friday 16 October
All the usual rules apply, entrance only £3.00 and you bring your own nibbles and drink. The evening
starts at 7.30 with doors open at 7.00. To book a table or individual places please call Margaret on
07702 196179.
th

Murder on the Peninsula Saturday 7 November.
Due to higher demand than expected, we are currently looking at running this event on two nights,
further details to follow in the High Halstow Times.
High Halstow Golf Tournament
This date to be confirmed but looking like towards end of
September. Please see next months High Halstow Times
for further details.
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Concessionary Bus Passes
As an older passenger, you may be entitled to get concessionary or free travel on public transport.
Concessionary travel means you pay a reduced fare
When am I entitled to free bus travel?
You're entitled to free bus travel as an older person when you reach the eligible age. Eligible age is
tied into the state pension age for women.
If you were born before 6 April 1950
You're eligible for an older person's bus pass from your 60th birthday, if you were born before 6 April
1950.
Women born after 5 April 1950
If you're a woman born after 5 April 1950, you'll become eligible for an older person's bus pass when
you reach your pensionable age.
Men born after 5 April 1950
If you're a man born after 5 April 1950, you'll become eligible when you reach the pensionable age
of a woman born on the same day.
If you're disabled
As a disabled passenger, you may be entitled to get concessionary or free travel on public transport.
For more information regarding what disabilities apply please visit http://medway.gov.uk
Having difficulty travelling by yourself?
If you have difficulty travelling by yourself, you can apply for a disabled bus pass with a
companion entitlement, which allows somebody to travel for free on the bus with you in Medway
and Kent. The pass holder can travel anywhere in England within the times allowed. The pass
holder will need to provide evidence of why they depend on somebody travelling with them. The
passes are provided at the discretion of Medway Council.
When and where to use your pass
The Medway bus pass allows older people, or people with specified disabilities free off-peak bus
travel. Holders of a bus pass may travel off-peak for:
Any trip in the Medway Council area
Journeys from Medway into Kent (e.g. Chatham to Maidstone).
Journeys throughout England (including Transport for London supported buses in London)
Important information about timescales when applying or renewing bus passes:
Please note the expiry date of your bus pass, as it is the passholder's responsibility to renew the
pass. You can renew up to 8 weeks before expiry
but please allow 28 days for applications to
be processed once we have received the
completed application and all supporting
evidence. Your new pass will not be sent
until a week before the old one expires.
For more information regarding the above
scheme please visit http://medway.gov.uk
and type in concessionary bus passes in
search box.
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Resume Of The Parish Council Meeting Held On 10 June 2015
th

The meeting held on 10 June was attended by 8 councillors and 6 members of the public. Cllr Gary
Jerreat was on holiday.
There was only one planning application, for amendments to the permission to build a house on the
corner of Eden Road and Longfield Avenue. An objection was made on the grounds that the proposed
large dormer window at the rear would overlook properties in Harrison Drive and residents would suffer
loss of amenity and privacy. It was also reported that the owners of Flanders Farm were holding a
meeting to discuss with members of the public where the caravans for seasonal workers should be
sited.
The public right of way that goes from Ruggles Close to The Street across the Recreation Ground will be
given an all-weather surface sometime in the school holidays. This will mean that residents using this
right of way to access the school or surgery will not have to tackle puddles, mud and wet grass in future
and it will be safer for those with mobility problems. The work is being commissioned by Medway
Council. If you use the path or Recreation Ground during the construction period, please be careful and
be aware of construction vehicles etc.
The final phase of the Recreation Hall refurbishment is underway and should be nearly complete when
you receive this. The final tranche of the Parish Council's grants to the hall since 2002 has been given.
It's expected the annual budgeted grant to the hall will cease for 2016/17 and thereafter.
Councillors talked about the provision of a bus shelter in Christmas Lane at the stop near Half Moon
Way. This would probably be a wooden structure and Brian Williams is organising a site meeting. If two
were bought at the same time delivery costs would be much lower and there will be discussion about
replacing one of the other shelters. Longer term residents will remember the old metal shelters that
dated back to the 1970s and which were replaced by second hand glass and metal structures donated
by Medway Council. These are not very attractive and the idea is to replace them with the wooden, more
rural style shelters in due course.
Items raised at the Councillors' Surgery included parking in Christmas Lane during cricket matches and
inconsiderate parking on pavements. A car parked half on the pavement and half in the road is less than
kind to pedestrians, especially those with push chairs or wheelchairs, who are forced into the road to get
past. There was also a complaint about overgrown hedges, also making it difficult for pedestrians to get
past.
The school is creating a new sitting area in the grounds and are looking for donations of plants and
volunteers. Contact the school if you can help in any way.
At the end of the meeting a member of the public, who had objected to the siting of the skateboard halfpipe on the Recreation Ground, claimed the noise was a statutory nuisance and threatened legal action
to have it removed. The half-pipe is sited well beyond the legal limit of no nearer than 25m to houses and
as many will remember was the subject of plenty of consultation over many months before the decision
to provide the half-pipe was taken.
th

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8 July in the Memorial Hall at 8pm. You are all welcome to
attend as observers.

Overhanging Bushes, Shrubs and Trees

Speed Limits
Please can I remind
people to observe the
speed limits through the
Village. We should all be
mindful that High Halstow
is a nice place to live
where children, older
residents and walkers should feel safe. Some may
not be as aware of the traffic as they might
otherwise be. Please be careful.
George Crozer, HH Parish Council

Could residents please take a look at any flora
they have growing on their property to ensure
that it is not causing an obstruction to public
pathways. The recent warm spell has been
heavenly for the plants and greenery to grow
and may have become a hazard. It can be
dangerous to have to step into the road when
the path is obstructed or partially obstructed by
an overgrown tree or bush. And an
overhanging branch can cause a nasty scratch
or worse. Please be considerate to others and
get the clippers and shears out.
HH Parish Council
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Home & Garden Security
With the recent number of burglaries in the Village it seemed fitting to publish below advice from
Kent Police in protecting your home and garden from thieves.

Although arrests have been made in respect of
the recent burglaries it is still important to keep
an eye out for anything suspicious and if you
have any doubts then to report these
suspicions to the Police. Just because this
group may have been apprehended this is not
to say there will not be other gangs carrying out
the same activity.
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Dates for Diary
Every Monday:
Stay & Play
13:30 - 15:00
Village Hall
Every Tuesday:
King’s Kitchen
10:00
Memorial Hall
Bell Ringers
St Margaret’s Church
19:30
Every Thursday:
Mother and Toddler's
09:00
Memorial Hall
Sugar Babes
19:00
Memorial Hall
Every Friday:
Pilates with Joy
14:15
Memorial Hall
Every Saturday:
Karmann Dancers
Memorial Hall
09:00
Every Sunday:
DeJa Vu Spiritual Group
18:30 - 21:30
Village Hall
Every 1st, 2nd, 3rd Wednesday:
High Halstow Stitchers
12:00 - 14:00
Memorial Hall
Every 4th Wednesday:
Friendly Club
Memorial Hall
14:00 - 16:00
Other Dates:
Wednesday 1st:
19:30
Saturday 4th:
12:00
Sunday 5th:
09:30
Wednesday 8th:
20:00
Sunday 12th:

Women’s Institute
Memorial Hall
Rectory Garden Party
Rectory Garden
Family Service
St. Margaret’s Church
Parish Council Meeting
Memorial Hall
High Halstow Hikers

Sunday 12th:
10:00 - 14:00
Tuesday 14th:
20:00
Friday 17th:
19:30
Sunday 19th:
09:30
Friday 24th:
20:00

New Village Market
Memorial Hall
Gardening Club
Memorial Hall
Village Hall Quiz
Village Hall
Family Service

High Halstow Friendly Club
We meet at 2pm on the 4th Wednesday of the
month for 2hours in the Memorial Hall. Come
along and join our friendly club.

Details in HHT

Village Hall Event Planner
The Village Hall Committee will be
looking to put on a number of events for
the coming year, below are dates already
agreed
Quizathons

St. Margaret’s Church

Quiz Night
Memorial Hall

th

Friday 17 July
th
Friday 16 October

Local groups, please let us know the dates of your
meetings/events for the coming year so we can
include them in the HHT and on the website.

Murder on the Peninsula
Saturday 7th November
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Changes to High Halstow Bus Timetable
Commencing 12 July 2015
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Every Sunday

High Halstow Relief in Need Charity
This charity exists to assist those in the Village
who are in need, especially widows and
widowers. The trustees wish to remind the
people of the parish that they will give
consideration to any request for a particular
need, at any time during the year. If you, or an
elderly relative would feel safer at home with a
telephone ‘Lifeline’ the Charity could help with
this. All requests are dealt with in complete
confidence and there is no need to wait for the
October form.
.
The trustees are:
Rev. S. Gwilt

- The Rectory

Mr S. Bailey

- 27 Cooling Road

Mrs J. Collins

- 6 Marsh Crescent

Mrs L. Munday - 22 Willowbank Drive
Mr J. Myatt

- Decoy Hill Road

Mrs C. Peek

- 2 Willowbank Drive

Mrs N. Turner

- 12 Marsh Crescent
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High Halstow Stitchers
in
The Memorial Hall
1st, 2nd & 3rd Wednesdays in each month 12-2pm
A chance to learn a new skill involving Stitches
of all types from friendly, like minded
ladies and to pass on any skills you may have.
Quilting - X Stitching - Patchwork - Knitting
Sewing in General etc.

Come along and join us.
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An appeal by Anim-Mates, animal charity.
www.anim-mates.org.uk

The All New High Halstow Market
and Table Top Sale
High Halstow Memorial Hall
Sunday 12th July
10am - 2pm
Stalls will include:
Butcher, Jeweller, Hand-made-Cards, Make-up,
Lucky Dip, Bric-a-Brac, Hand Bags,
Dragon & Fairy Ornaments, Cakes
and much more!!
Refreshments available.
If you would like a table, please call Pat 01634 251077
Raffle for the Friendly Club and Charity
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Barbecue for sale
I know the weather has been a bit unreliable so far
this summer, but we still have July and August to
look forward to. Fingers crossed for some amazing
barbecue weather.
It's an Outback Charcoal Roaster 3000 that is for
sale. Included is a cover, several cooking tools and
a bag of charcoal.
It's in good condition so please make a reasonable
offer and I will donate the money to the HUGH
Fund to help towards fitting the new kitchen in High
Halstow's Village Hall.
Thank you.
Mrs Chris Peek, 2 Willowbank Drive
Email chris.peek@lineone.net
Tel: 01634 252604
Mobile: 07769 712390

Dear HHT,
On the morning of 9 June I discovered some
one had hit the back of my car. Smashing the
rear light and marking the paint work. I just
wish the person who did this would have had
the honesty to own up. I now have to buy a
new light unit, which we all know are very
expensive, and something I hadn’t catered for
and certainly don't need the extra expensive of.
G Rayfield
Harrison Drive
Dear HHT,
Cherry (3 ½), Olivia (3) and Kenny (2) built a
den and slept out for Children in Need.
We are very proud of our grandchildren who
with a little help, built a den and slept out under
the stars on Saturday 6th June. They were a
bit anxious beforehand but everything was fine
and they raised a grand total of £767.50 for the
charity.
Well done all of you.
Carol
Drayton Close

Need to Hire a Hall

Your Parish Councillors
George Crozer, Chair
01634 250286
e.mail: george@highhalstow.org.uk
Stuart Bailey, Vice Chair 07976 760844
e.mail: bailey.stu@btinternet.com
Martin Andrews
07984 791029
Ray Collins
01634 250105
Gary Jerreat
01634 253999
Bill Khatkar
01634 272366
Carl Mitchell
01634 250911
Christine Watson
01634 256529
Brian Williams
07908 006448
e.mail: bdwilliams9@hotmail.com
Your councillors may also be contacted
through the Parish Clerk:
Mrs Roxana Brammer
01474 871269
clerk@highhalstow.org.uk

If you are interested in hiring either of the
halls in the village for a party, function or
meeting please contact:
Memorial Hall - Angela Forward 251756
Village Hall - Crystal Wakefield 251849
Please do not call on a Sunday.

Come and Meet Your Parish Councillors
Chris(tine) Watson & Gary
Jerreat, two of your Parish
Councillors will be at Kings
Kitchen in the Memorial Hall
on: Tuesday 7th July from
10.30 – 12.00pm and every
2nd Tuesday in the month.
Come and tell us your
problems or find out about
projects we are undertaking.
If we can't answer your questions there and then
we will get back to you.
High Halstow Parish Council

Next edition August 2015; Contributions for August should be sent
by 24th July to:
Carl Mitchell, 8 Marsh Crescent, High Halstow ME3 8TJ
or e.mail to editor@highhalstow.org.uk
Published by High Halstow Parish Council
Printed by Cousins Copy Centre (01634) 727215

