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Competition Winner.......
Thank you for all the entries to last terms
competition to win a Family Day Pass to The
Historic Dockyard Chatham. The lucky winner is Ellie Collins from
Year 6! Well done Ellie, we hope you have a fabulous day out!
You will find this issue’s competition on page 8 - good luck!

When does a skeleton laugh? When a joke tickles his funny bone!

Claire Edwards Hairdressing

20% discount on highlights
and colours with this advert.
Text or call to book an appointment
or to discuss your requirements on 07593 439444
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Growing Together

As Halloween is approaching, we thought it would be fun to
have a spooky theme to this terms magazine.
Inside you will find eerie facts, ghastly puzzles, witty
jokes and a gruesome recipe. They start below so
read on to find out more...

Hairdressing in and around the
Peninsula in the comfort of your
own home. 21 years of experience.
Cuts, colours, perms
Prices from £7.oo
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The Blossom Tree
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Childminder
Local, friendly, fun childminder has vacancies
for High Halstow Primary School and
Pre-School drop off’s and pick up’s.
I am registered with OFSTED and have over 8
years experience in childcare, if you would
like your child to join my family and I for fun
mornings
and
afternoons
in
a
safe
environment, or for more information please
contact Taryn Hawkes on 01634 254149 or
07734206426.

This magazine is brought to you by High Halstow Primary School PTA.

PTA Newsletter

It's been a quiet start to the new school year for the PTA. We have recovered
from the flurry of events which were held towards the end of the summer
term and in the school summer holidays. A big thank you to all who attended
our "Fun in the Sun" days in July and August. We enjoyed 3 very sunny days
and 1 rainy day. It was very well attended and everyone seemed to be having
fun. I would especially like to thank everyone who helped out over the four
days and to the school for letting us use the grounds and art studio. We can
now confirm that the Summer Fair made £1815.02 so thank you again for all
who helped with the organising and who gave up their time on the day.
PTA Update:
I am now entering my second year as the Chair of the PTA, following my
re-election at the PTA's AGM. Congratulations to my fellow officers who were
also all re-elected. My first year has been a very enjoyable, interesting and,
I like to think, successful. I have learnt a lot this year from the more
experienced committee members and would like to take this chance to say
thank you not only to them but to everyone who has helped me and the
other officers settle in over the last year.
The PTA have held many successful events in the past year including the
various school shops, the Summer Fair, a Spring Raffle and the Fun In The
Sun days. The fundraising events have enabled us to fund a variety of school
purchases. We have funded CD players for each class room, new furniture
for the ICT suite and the library. The latest purchase the PTA has been able
to fund are 2 sun-shades for the school field which you should see later this
year. As well as the fundraising events, we have been able to subsidize some
fun events for the pupils such as the Tea and Treats(KS1), Fizz and Quiz(KS2)
and the forthcoming Pantomime. We also now have this magazine as a new
way of communicating to you all. A big thank you to our editor Sam and all
her helpers who put a lot of their own time into this every term.
The PTA are always looking for new fundraising ideas and all parents/carers
are welcome to attend meetings. If you have any comments, queries or
suggestions please contact us either via the school office, by email or come
and see us at a meeting.
Our next PTA meeting is Wednesday 16th November at 7pm. We would love
to see some new faces, so please feel free to come along.
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to
everyone who gives up their time to the PTA and to all the parents/carers,
pupils and teachers for their continued support.
Find the forthcoming events and details of the Committee on page 3.
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HHPS PTA Lottery
Did you know that for only £1 a month you
will be issued with a number that is then
entered into a monthly draw which takes
place at the School Council meetings each
month (the August draw is drawn in July).
The prize monies are £20 - 1st place, £15 2nd place and £10 - 3rd place although in
December this is an amazing £100 - 1st place,
£50 - 2nd place and £25 - 3rd place!

The Lottery is open to anyone and you may
have as many numbers as you like! All
subscriptions are used to pay out the prize
monies and to make a profit for the PTA
Funds which is then used to buy items for the
children/school which the school budget
would not normally be able to support,
therefore your support is very important!!

Draw winners:July 2011
1st 29
Sharon Reynolds
2nd 3
Kellie Crozer
3rd 102 Ami Lawes

August 2011
1st 4
Charlotte Matthews
2nd 27 Glenys Holt
3rd 43 Marie Calvert

September
2011
September
2011
1st1st
8080 Deborah
Deborah
Smith
Smith
2nd
2nd
4343 Marie
Marie
Calvert
Calvert
3rd
3rd
8585 Faye
Faye
Hunt
Hunt

To become a member, simply contact the school office either in writing or
telephone 01634 251098

Forthcoming Events
Provisional dates for the diary (all events and details will be confirmed
nearer the time):
Pupils Christmas Shop - Wed 7th, Thurs 8th & Fri 9th December 2011
Christmas Fair - Thurs 8th December 2011
School Pantomime - Fri 9th December 2011
Adults Quiz Night - Fri 3rd February 2012
Fizz and Quiz (KS2) - Fri 23rd March 2012
Tea and Treats (KS1) - Fri 18th May 2012
Summer Fair - Sat 30th June 2012
Next PTA meeting is Wednesday 16th November @ 7pm

The PTA Committee - email pta@highhalstowprimaryschool.org.uk

Cath Harvey
Chair

Dawn Matthews
Vice Chair

Marie Calvert
Secretary

Natalie Alexander
Treasurer

You can contact the PTA magazine by email, our address is
ptamag@highhalstowprimaryschool.org.uk
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What’s Cool After School
This term, the first ever sewing club was started at our school. Mrs
Jones and Miss Marsh are really enjoying meeting the pupils after
school and the pupils are planning some exciting ways to use their new
found skills. Here’s what they said....
Lily, Year 2... “I really like going to sewing club because I really want to
learn how to sew, so when I get a hole in my jumper, I can sew it
together again. I can help my sister Gracie to sew as well.”
Thomas, Year 2... “ I like it when we learn to sew, I can do running stitch
and I can use a needle.”
Sam, Year 2... ”I wanted to learn how to sew that’s why I go to sewing
club. I can help my mum when she does her sewing. I am making a
cushion and can do diagonal stitch now.”

If you have a great after school club or activity that you go to and would like to share with us
then send us an email to ptamag@highhalstowprimaryschool.org.uk with ‘Whats Cool After
School’ in the subject line, telling us all about it and be sure to include some contact details.
You can also include a photo if you like.

Community Activities & Clubs
Do you have a local group or club that you would like mentioned in the magazine? If so, then
get in touch telling us about when and where you meet and what you do.
Or, have you organised or taken part in an activity in the local community recently? If so, we’d
love to hear about it.
The leg bones of a bat are so thin that no bat can walk
Bats always turn left when exiting a cave

Your Advert Here!
Would you like to advertise in the PTA Magazine?
Prices start from as little as £8 for an 1/8 page, per
issue. The magazine is produced every term and is
distributed to all the children in school and also dotted
around the local vicinity and will be published on the
www.highhalstow.org.uk too! Discounts are available now
as well. Contact Sam at
ptamag@highhalstowprimaryschool.org.uk
for more details.
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School Council

On Thursday 15th September 2011 it was the first school council meeting for this
term and the elections for officers took place. The results were as follows:Chair - Kes Lawrence
Vice Chair - Ellie Collins

Secretary - Ilse Lapthorne
Treasurer - Samantha Ford

During the second meeting, which took place on Friday 30th September 2011, the
council voted on the three charities which they would like to support during this
school year. The results of which were Evelina Hospital for Children, British Heart
Foundation and Demelza House. The events to raise the money for these charities
were discussed and voted on and those agreed were; Wear a Colour Day, Talent
Show and Bring a Bear - Show You Care Day. It was also decided to go ahead with
a suggestion made by the previous council that all the money raised over these
three charity days would be collected together and divided equally between the
charities later in the year.
Mrs Sanford also discussed the school budget, how it is allocated and how it
included a small amount for the school council to spend. It was explained that this
year each class would be allocated £20 for the year to use as an Enterprise Fund.
Each class must decide how they can make their money grow in order to increase
the amount they have to spend on making improvements to the school. The class
representatives were asked to return to the next meeting, which is on Friday 18th
November, with any ideas their class may have for an Enterprise Event.

a&
a

Pupils - your input needed!
We would like to you to contribute
towards the PTA Magazine. What
school work or activities have you taken
part in and enjoyed? Perhaps you
would like to tell us about something
that you have done or somewhere you
have been? Please send your articles in
to the Editors Box in School or you
can email your article to:

A&A ELECTRICAL

Additions & Alterations Electrical
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Wiring Systems
Fully Approved Electrician offering:Full and Part Re-Wires
Fault Finding and Repairs
Fuseboard Upgrades
Extra Sockets & Lighting
Cooker Connections
Periodic Inspection and Test Reports
Other electrical situations can also be discussed

ptamag@highhalstowprimaryschool.org.uk

Please feel free to contact me on:01634 254149 or 07734206425
info@additions-alterations.co.uk
18 Drayton Close, High Halstow, Kent. ME3 8DW

NAPIT

with ‘Pupils Articles’ in the subject line.
For any drawings, please use bold pens
so that they can easily be reproduced
and can easily be seen in the magazine.
Thank you.

Fully Insured
Approved by National Association
of Professional Inspectors and Testers
Membership No:- 5844
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Body Control Pilates Classes
dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕ůŝīĞDĞŵŽƌŝĂů,Ăůůʹϵ͘ϯϬĂŵ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕ůƵď͕,ŽŽͲϲ͘ϯϬΘϳ͘ϰϱƉŵ
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕^ƚ:ŽŚŶ͛Ɛ,Ăůů͕DĞŽƉŚĂŵ͕ϭϭ͘ϯϬĂŵ
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕,ŝŐŚ,ĂůƐƚŽǁtĂƌDĞŵŽƌŝĂů,Ăůů͕Ϯ͘ϭϱƉŵ
ůĂƐƐĞƐĂƌĞůŝŵŝƚĞĚƚŽĂŵĂǆŝŵƵŵŽĨϭϮĐůŝĞŶƚƐ
ĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞŶĞĞĚƚŽďĞďŽŽŬĞĚŝŶĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ
WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ:ŽǇtĞĂǀĞƌƐŽŶ
ϬϳϵϲϳϰϵϯϯϱϭŽƌϬϭϲϯϰϮϮϮϮϳϱ
KƌĞͲŵĂŝů͗ũŽǇΛƉŝůĂƚĞƐǁŝƚŚũŽǇ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
ĨŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐ
/ĂŵĂůƐŽŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŝŶŐŶĞǁĐůĂƐƐĞƐŝŶ
ŽƚŚĞƌĂƌĞĂƐ͕ŝĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŐƌŽƵƉŽĨŵŝŶŝŵƵŵϲ
ƉĞŽƉůĞĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĞŶũŽǇƚŚĞďĞŶĞĮƚƐŽĨ
WŝůĂƚĞƐ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĂƐŬĨŽƌĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐ
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FREEDOM
Six weeks of freedom before school starts again
Lots of places to go and things to do
“Oh no” says mum “school holidays are a pain
But I hope it’ll quickly go by”
Oh no I hope it’s not I sigh
I want lots of fun
And lots of sun
My friends and I made a stall
We sold books, jewellery and clothes
“Come and buy” we shout and made £4 that’s
all
Lots of fun
Not much sun
The time went by so fast
“Back to school” mum says “at last!”
Now my days are quite full
Learning skills I need at school
I know it will be fun
But I expect lots of cloud, rain and not much
sun.
By Alana Year 4

Have you used the school
Amazon link yet?
With
Christmas not so far away,
you could earn the school up
to 10% commission on your
purchases at no cost to you.
Why not save the link as a
favourite
or
bookmark
ready for next time you are
shopping with Amazon. You
can find the link at the
bottom of the school emails
or send us an email to:
ptamag@highhalstowprimary
school.org.uk

with ‘Amazon Link’ in the
subject line and we will
forward the link onto you.

Buckland Lake Reserve, Fishery and Dive Centre
Buckland Road, Cliffe, nr’ Rochester, Kent ME3 7RT
www.bucklandlake.eu

Tamsin@bucklandlake.co.uk - 07816437946
Friday 7th October , last entrée received
on 25th November
Photography competition, adult and junior
DMBTTDBUFHPSJFT HSFBUQSJ[FT QMFBTF
phone or email for more details.
t
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Sunday 20th November
10.00 -14.00
Winter Wildlife Treasure Hunt
Suitable for families. In conjunction with the Kent
Wildlife Trust. Refreshments available. Dogs
welcome on leads. Goody bags for all! £5.00 per
car if booked in advance, £8.00 per car on the day.

BDSF444*OBUVSFSFTFSWFXJUINJMFDJSDVMBSXBML CJSEIJEFT QJDOJDCFODIFTBOEFWFOUT
through the year. Guided walks and volunteering opportunities.
5XPNJYFEDPBSTFMBLFTPOFBDSFUSPVUMBLF UVJUJPOGPSJOEJWJEVBMTHSPVQT SPEIJSF 
UBDLMFCBJUTBMFT EJTBCMFEöTIJOHBDDFTT HJGUWPVDIFST5PJMFUTSFGSFTINFOUT0QFOEBZTB
XFFLGSPN'JTIFSZNBOBHFSo
TUBS1"%*SFHJTUFSFEEJWFSDFOUSF FRVJQNFOUIJSFBOETBMFT IPUGPPEBWBJMBCMFBUXFFLFOET$BMM
-JOEBBOE4UFWFo
-BSHFNPEFSONFFUJOHSPPNBWBJMBCMFGPSIJSF FYUFOTJWFWJFXTBDSPTTUIFMBLFT*EFBMGPSHSPVQT 
TDIPPMTBOEGBNJMZHBUIFSJOHT$BMM5BNTJOo
(JGUWPVDIFSTBWBJMBCMF XIJDINBLFHSFBU$ISJTUNBTCJSUIEBZUIBOLZPVQSFTFOUT7PVDIFST
BWBJMBCMFGPSUSPVUøZöTIJOHUVJUJPOEBZUJDLFU $PBSTFöTIJOHUVJUJPOEBZUJDLFUBOEEJWF
FRVJQNFOUPSMFTTPOTTFTTJPOT7PVDIFSTGPSTBMFBMMZFBS
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Competition

Simply answer the questions below for your chance to win tickets for a Family
Pass to Kent Life, Sandling, Maidstone. Send your answers to
ptamag@highhalstowprimaryschool.org.uk with ‘Kent Life Competition’ in the
subject line. A winner with all correct entries will be chosen at random and will
be announced by 2nd December 2011.

Q1. One of the latest attractions at
Kent Life is a maze. What is it made
from?
A. Lavender bushes
B. Pine trees
C. Maize

Q3. Which of these animals will you
NOT find at Kent Life?

Q2. MB is what?

Closing date for entries is Friday 25th
November 2011.

A. Donkeys
B. Ducks
C. Dolphins

A. The zoo
B. The kids play centre
C. The business park
Why didn’t the skeleton go to the party? Because he had no body to go with!
What do you call a skeleton who won't work? Lazy bones!
8

To d d l er Gr o u p
$PNFBOEKPJOVTGPSBDBLFB
coffee while the toddlers play!
"HSFBUXBZGPS.VNT,JET
to make new friends.
#BCJFTUPZFBSPMET
KVTUbGPSUXPIPVSTPGQMBZ
&WFSZ5IVSTEBZ BNUPBNBU

For more details,
call Natacha
PO

UIF.FNPSJBM)BMM )JHI)BMTUPX

Your first session is FREE!
Stoke
Mon - 1 - 3pm Playing Together (0-5 years) Stoke Village Hall,
Mallard Way, Stoke
Tues - 1 - 3pm Bumps – 2 Stoke Pre-School, Allhallows Road,
Lower Stoke
Thurs - 1.30 - 3pm Parent Toddler group cost £1 at Stoke
Primary School
Hoo St. Werburgh
Tues - 9 - 12pm Pottery Road, Parent Toddler group. Cost £1.50
per family. Contact Dee 01634 253368
2.15 - 2.45pm Hoo Library
Story time and craft for babies 18 months onwards
Wed - 12.45—2.45pm Child Health Clinic at Hoo Leisure
Centre (1st and 3rd Wednesday every month)
Thurs - 9.30 - 11.30am Hoo St. Werburgh Church
Parent Toddler group, Cost 50p per family. Contact Lucy Day
07906 453969
Fri - 10.30 - 11.30am Bounce and Rhyme at Hoo Library for
babies from birth to 18 months.
Chattenden Community Centre, Swinton Avenue, ME3 8PH
Mon - 9.30 - 10.30am Music and Movement (18mths -5 yrs)
11 - 12.30pm Bumps - 2
12.30 - 2.30pm Child Health Clinic, 2nd & 4th Monday of every
month
Wed - 9.30 - 11.30am Mother Love - Breastfeeding drop in
1 - 3pm Young Parents Group - For parents under 20 with
children aged 0 - 5 years
Fri - 9.30 - 10.30am Walking Group (all ages)
11 - 12pm Messy Play (0 - 5 years)

St. James’ Children’s Centre
High Street, Isle of Grain
ME3 0BS
Mon - 9.00 - 10am Walking Group (all ages)
10.30 - 11.30am Messy Play (0-5 years)
2 - 3pm Children’s Centre Parents Forum ( 4th Monday of
every month).
Tues - 9 - 10am Walking Group
10:15 - 11.15am Bounce and Rhyme at Grain Library (0 - 3 yrs)
9.15 - 11.45am Mother Love - Breastfeeding drop in
Wed - 9.30 - 10.30am How 2, A free crèche will be provided booking essential to ensure availability
(Term time only) Chapel, Chapel Road, Isle of Grain
Thurs - 10 - 11am Music and Movement (18 months - 5 years)
10 -12pm Child Health Clinic, 4th Thursday every month
12.30 - 2.30pm Jelly Tots Toddler group Village Hall, Chapel
Road. Cost £1 per family, contact Jane Simmonds 270626
Mobile 07905304557
Fri - 1 .30 – 3pm Bumps - 2
3 - 3.30pm Lending Library (0-5 years)
Allhallows
Thurs - 9 - 11am Playing Together ( 0 - 5 years) Allhallows
Primary School, Avery Way, Allhallows
1 - 2.30pm Child Health Clinic 1st Thursday of the month at
Allhallows Village Hall
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Ultimate Wedding
Package Available
ANY EVENT
ANY SIZE
ANY PLACE
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Dymchurch by Naomi, Year 4

My Summer Holidays by Bailey, Year 5

I went on a ghost train with two other
friends
We went around corners and came
out bends
We went on the log splash
We came down in a flash!!
We screamed.....
And got an ice cream
We went up high
And waved goodbye
We saw the sea
And sang happi-l-y

Me, my Mum and some of my friends
went to a concert.
When we were lining up we had a long
wait,
But the singing concert did end late.
This summer holidays I also moved
house and school.
I also did a tournament in football,
I hope I’ll meet some nice new friends,
when the summer holidays ends.

Postcard by Tyler, Year 4

Summer Holiday by Jamie, Year 4

Dear High Halstow Primary School.
Lanzarote is brilliant because of the
camels, sweetie bingo, bike rides and
restuarants. I spend my days at kids
club and the pool and in the evenings
at 5ive live.
My favourite day out was to the
beach because we built sand castles
and I was buried in the sand.

Sun is shining holidays all day long.
Playing with brothers and sisters, it’s
so much fun.
Going to run, on your marks, get set,
go.
Going to farms and caravans to have
a lovely time in the summer holidays

See you soon, from Tyler

A & J Property Maintenance
#BORVFU/JHIU
No job too big or too small

Every
Tuesdaya shelf to
from hanging
$IPPTFGSPNPVS#BORVFU.FOV
complete refurbishment
4UBSUFS .BJO%JTI
4JEF%JTI
Rice or Naan
POMZb
4FBGPPEFYUSBb EJOJOHJOPOMZ

*OEJBO3FTUBVSBOU5BLFBXBZ

"U5IF4JY#FMMT
'3&&)0.&%&-*7&3:

Sunday Buffet

0OPSEFSTPWFSb

QNUPQN
"EVMUb $IJMEb
Eat as much as you like from the menu
4FBGPPEFYUSBb EJOJOHJOPOMZ

%*4$06/50/
$PMMFDUJPO0SEFSTPWFSb

'3&&4*%&%*4)
0OPSEFSTPWFSb %FMJWFSZ0OMZ




$IVSDI4USFFU $MJòF 3PDIFTUFS ,FOU.&2%
We accept all major credit cards
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Fun for Kids
Spot the difference

There are 10 spooky differences to find, can you spot them all?

Why do witches fly on brooms?
Vacuum cleaners are too heavy!
What do you call two witches living
together?
Broom-mates!

What do they teach in witches
school?
Spelling!
How do you make a witch itch?
Take away her w!

Witches Fingers - always get an adult to help you in the kitchen
225g butter (softened), 100g icing sugar, 225g sugar, 1 egg, 1 tsp almond
extract, 1 tsp vanilla extract, 400g plain flour, 1 tsp baking powder, 1 tsp salt,
75g whole blanched almonds, 1 tube red decorator gel.
In bowl beat together butter, sugar, egg, almond extract and vanilla; beat in
flour; baking powder and salt. Cover and refrigerate for 30 minutes. Working
with one-quarter of the dough at a time and keeping remaining dough
refrigerated, roll heaping teaspoons full of dough into finger shape for each
cookie. Press almond firmly into one end for nail. Squeeze in center to create
knuckle shape. Using a paring knife make slashes in several places to form
knuckle. Place on lightly greased cookie sheet in 325 degree over for 20-25
minutes or until pale or golden. Let cool for three minutes. Lift up almond;
squeeze red decorator gel onto nail bed and press almond back in place so gel
oozes out from underneath. Remove from cookie sheet and let cool. Repeat
with remaining dough. Makes about 5 dozen fingers!
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Fun for Kids
Sudoku for Kids

Complete the Sudoku puzzle so that
each and every row, column, and box
contains the numbers one to six only
once.

Word Search

Can you find 14 halloween themed words in the
grid? Words are placed horizontally, both
forwards & back-to-front vertically &
diagonally. Circle the words listed below.

h a u
c a n
r o l
t s k
mve b
o n l
n l a
s a c
t s k
e mo
r s b
h wi
c a t
mo n
p o p


 

3
5



5


 5
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Simpler Sudoku
Complete the
Sudoku puzzle
so that each
and every row,
column, and
box contains
the numbers
one to four
only once.

 
3


Quick Quiz

6?3?3=6
12 ? 7 ? 2 = 10

Find the answers on page 23

n
h
l
l
r
i
t
k
e
o
o
z
t
u
n

t e
k o
s c
p w
o u
o w
k s
y k
l e
n l
o e
a p
mw
s t
i w

d g a
o mg
p j h
i t o
e r s
mk t
e wo
o e p
t o n
mi s
k o s
o b t
i a p
e t a
i t c

t
u
a
n
k
s
p
o
t
r
e
a
t
p
h

skeleton haunted ghost monster
boo pumpkin black treat bat trick
halloween
witch
cat
spooky
See your name in print! Next terms issue
will be a Christmas theme. Would you like
to share any of your family traditions or
preparations in the magazine? Or
perhaps something that you have made. If
so, email us by 28 November 2011 and we
may include your work.
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Ron Lawson
&
Sons
Friendly Family Butchers
3 The Parade Church Street
Hoo, Rochester
ME3 9AJ
01634 251032

Freezer packs available packed to your
requirements and delivered for free to your door or
pick up from the shop.
Tasty barbecue meats and packs available.
Homemade sausages.
Free Friday morning delivery round available to
surrounding villages.

Great activities at Strood Library this Autumn
During the Autumn break join us at Strood Librarie for these free
activities.
Spooky Tales and Craft on Tuesday 25th October, 2-3 pm
for 3-8 year olds
Fun-packed Storytelling and African music with George
Faiwoo on Friday 28th October, 3-4pm for 3-11 year olds.
Both these events are free but advance booking is
Essential. To book please call 01634 335890
Visit us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/medwaylibraries
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www.medwaypcf.org.uk
Email: medwaypcf@googlemail.com
Phone: 07813 123984
Coffee Morning at Medway Carers Centre, Canterbury Street, Gillingham on Tuesday 1st
November at 10am. Ruth Pattison and Taj Ghedia are coming to talk about mental health issues.
Wednesday 3rd November at All Saints Childrens Centre, Magpie Hall Road, Chatham at 10am
Jane Marriott will be attending to talk about the SEN Pathfinder Project in connection with the
SEN Green Paper as Medway has been chosen for one of the pilot projects. She will be looking
to recruit some parents for the group.
Information Coffee Morning at Bradfields School, Churchill Avenue, Chatham on Tuesday 6th
December from 10am. Come along for information on support groups, activities for our young
people, Direct Payments, etc.
Christmas Coffee Morning on Thursday 8th December at Medway Carers Centre. Come along
for a chat and have a mince pie and a tea or coffee.
Medway Parents and Carers Forum are an independent group formed and run by parents,
families and carers of children and young people from all communities and backgrounds who
have a variety of disabilities and additional support needs.

Summer Holiday Poem by Millie,
Year 4
Swimming in the swimming pool
underwater fun
making lots of cakes to eat
mmm yummy in my tum
eating out at TGI’s
ribs and chips and birthday
surprise
Holidays are so much fun
outside playing in the sun
laying in bed no early rise
I’ve read lots of books which hurt
my eyes
Day trips out with me and my little
sister
Adventure Island has a scary
roller coaster
Yes I’ve had a great holiday
See you soon, school is just days
away.

Do you enjoy Scrapbooking or Card Making?
Why not come along to a crop evening
on Monday 7th November
at St Johns Church Hall, Hermitage Road, Higham
from 7.30pm
First evening free, come with your project and
meet some new friends.
For more information please contact Julie on
01474 822008

15

The Stone Element

Holistic & Beauty
Hot Stone Treatments
Massage
Facials
Manicures & Pedicures
Reflexology
Indian Head Massage
Microdermabrasion
Waxing & Eyelash Tinting
An introductory Hot Stone Massage 40 mins
for £20!
Aesthetics Academy
20 London Road
Strood
ME2 3HT
Tel: 01634 295700
Mob: 0794 0233296
Gift vouchers & Loyalty cards also available.
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Gardening tips for the Autumn
Cut down all spent shoots of perennials to the ground, clear
leaves around base and give a general feed. If the plants need
to be divided, now is the time to do it by lifting the entire plant and
separating into smaller clumps to replant or pass on to fellow gardeners.
Rake up dead leaves around rose bushes. If the bushes have suffered with
black spot, ensure that these leaves are burnt to prevent further
spreading of the disease.
After the first heavy frosts have blackended dahlias, cut down and cover
with a deep layer of soil or lift the tubers, clean free of earth and making
sure the tubers are dry, pack in boxes surrounded with crunched
newspaper and cover the top. Store on a shelf in the greenhouse or shed.
Look out for new stocks of narcissi and daffodils. If the site is exposed,
why not buy the shorter varieties which tend not to flatten in high winds.
Crocus and anemones can also be purchased and planted in late October.
Tulips should be planted in November.
Idea for kids
Why not encourage the children to plant prepared hyacinth bulbs in pots
as presents for the family at Christmas. Plant in compost with the top of
the bulb just showing, lightly water and place in a cool dark place until
shoot is a few cm’s high and then bring out into the light (not sun), keep
slightly moist.
These should be planted in mid October and hopefully they will be ready
for Christmas. Wrap in some pretty paper and place a ribbon around the
pot. What could be better than this quick and easy present? Note: ensure
that the hyacinths are the ‘prepared’ variety. These can be purchased at
well known household supermarkets or at local garden centres.

Did you see the competition on page 8? Go check it out for a
chance to win a Family Day Pass to Kent Life
17

Bringing Books to you

These essential first reading books from
0YGPSE3FBEJOH5SFFIBWFCFFODPNQMFUFMZ
redesigned and reissued to ensure they
accurately reflect the current curriculum's
emphasis on phonic learning. In this brand
new collection you'll find phonics books to
help practise decoding sounds in words
and first stories to help your child familiarise
themselves with meeting words as they are
used in everyday language. The books are
graded to help your child progress from
-FWFM XIFOUIFZBSFKVTUHFUUJOHSFBEZUP
SFBE UISPVHIUP-FWFM XIFOUIFZXJMMCF
SFBEJOH XJUI DPOöEFODF "T XFMM BT 
brilliantly crafted books, there's a handbook
designed to give you all the help you need
as you embark on this important journey
with your child.

3FBEBU)PNF
#Jò $IJQBOE
Kipper
$PMMFDUJPO
only £
331b

5IF#PPL1FPQMFBOEUIF15"IBWFKPJOFE
GPSDFT UP CSJOH ZPV BO BNB[JOH
opportunity to help your child’s
development and raise fund for the School.
GSPNFBDITFUTPMEXJMMCFEPOBUFEUP
UIF TDIPPM 15" 1MFBTF 1BZ 0OMJOF BU
WWW.tbp.co.uk and hand your voucher to
B  15" .FNCFS PS8FOEZ GSPN5IF #PPL
1FPQMF "MM PSEFST XJMM CF EFMJWFSFE UP
4DIPPMPO/PWFNCFS.

Competition Winners
We were so happy when we found out that we won a competition in the
school magazine and the lucky prize was a £5 Book People voucher. We
chose to spend it on 5 Diary of a Wimpy Kid books and we really enjoy
them. We like them because they have lots of funny parts in and the
drawings are good. Some other books that we have seen from the Book
People magazine are Beast Quest, Dinosaur Cove, Ben 10, Top Gear,
Lego books, Horrible Histories. Some of them we will put on our
Christmas list. When we were little we used to read the Gruffalo by Julia
Donaldson and other books she wrote like Room on the Broom, Stick Man
and Monkey Puzzle. Our mum likes rhyming stories. We have also
enjoyed Thomas the Tank Engine and Mr Men when we were little and we
have lots of books in our rooms. Sometimes we donate some to the
school when we get too old for them.
By William Year 4 and Thomas Year 2
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Crossword - by Flowery

Fun for Adults
Down
1 Heavy machinery, e.g. bulldozer (5)
2 Well known, famous (5)
3 Looks for (5)
4 To descend a rock face by rope (6)
5 North-western US State (5)
6 Alloy used in dental fillings (7)
7 Unpolluted (5)
13 Pub, hotel (3)
14 Versatile cooking ingredient (3)
17 1970’s disaster movie, The Towering
_________ (7)
19 Creative activity (3)
20 Mythical fairy-like creature with pointy
ears (3)
21 Soldier in the Royal Engineers Corp (6)
22 City in the United Arab Emirates (5)
23 An item inserted into a written record (5)
24 Vaporised water (5)
25 Pungent (5)
26 Terminal (5)

Across
1 Superhero’s wear them over their tights (5)
5 Son of Abraham, biblical (5)
8 1970’s children’s cartoon with Aunt Flo and
Farmer Barley Mo (3)
9 A female thespian (7)
10 A proverb expressing a general truth (5)
11 Type of tree with hard pale timber (3)
12 The ebb and flow of the sea (5)
15 Large musical instrument usually found in
churches (5)
16 A mysterious person or thing (6)
18 Hard outer coating of the tooth (6)
22 Daniel _____, author of Robinson Crusoe
(5)
24 Employees (5)
27 A quick sleep (3)
28 Stereotypical French hat (5)
29 French clown with a sad white-painted
face (7)
30 Fish eggs (3)
31 Sarcasm (5)
32 Metal disc awarded in competitions (5)
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Fish and Mushroom Bake

Ingredients:
225g mushrooms, 50g butter
or margarine, 2 tomatoes
chopped
4 frozen fish steaks,
1 tin (10oz) condensed mushroom soup, 8 tbsp milk
Scone mixture
175g SR flour, pinch salt, 50g
marg (cubed), 3-4 tbsp milk
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Answers on page 23



Method:
Heat the butter in a pan and fry the mushrooms until soft.
Place them in a 2 pint oven proof dish. Put the chopped
tomatoes on top of the mushrooms. Place the fish on top.
Warm the soup with the milk and pour over fish. Make the
scones by rubbing in the marg with the flour and salt until
like breadcrumbs and add milk to make a soft dough. Roll
out to about 1/2” thick and cut into 8 rounds. Place on top of
the fish, at each end. Cook for 30-35 mins in oven at
190c/gas mark 5. Sprinkle with a little parsley to decorate.
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Local Places of Historic Interest

In each issue we hope to have an article on a local place of historic interest.
As it’s Halloween, this issue’s local history piece has spooky theme…..
Somewhere in Cobham woods, on the side
of a hill not far from the recently restored
Darnley mausoleum are the remains of a
crumbling brick plinth, surrounded by yew
trees. It doesn’t look much now, but when
it was built in 1835 it was clad in decorated
stone with wrought iron railings. This ruin
is the remains of the Darnley Toe
monument, built to commemorate an
accident which had fatal consequences…..
On the 4th February 1835, Lord Darnley, a
wealthy landowner was walking in the
park with his cousin when they came
across some woodcutters. After watching
them work, Lord Darnley, thinking he could
do better, borrowed an axe and said “now
I’ll show you how to cut a root in halves”.
He struck a mighty blow that glanced off
the root and hit his boot, slicing through it
and nearly chopping off his little toe. He
staggered to a nearby cottage and had
the wound dressed, dismissing the injury
as unimportant. However this was in the
days before tetanus injections, and shortly
afterwards he contracted lock jaw as a
result of the injury and died, aged just 39.
The monument, erected by his widow was
easy to find off the path between Cuxton
and Cobham until the hurricane of 1987,
when fallen trees blocked many of the
established paths. I am told it is still there,
but more difficult to find.

Also worth a visit is the recently restored
Darnley mausoleum. This was built in 1786
in an ornate style and was the intended
burial place for members of the Darnley
family. However, it is alleged that the
Bishop of Rochester considered its design
to be ‘unchristian’ and refused to
consecrate it, so it was never used. Over
the years the building was abandoned and
suffered terrible vandalism before being
featured as a restoration candidate on the
2002 BBC program Restoration.
I recall visiting it close to midnight as part
of a Venture Scouts night hike in the late
1980s, at this time it was difficult to
imagine a more spooky place than this, as
this derelict building emerged from the
darkness before you on the top of a
remote wooded hillside. You could walk
inside its blackened remains (a deliberate
fire in the crypt in 1980 had bought the
chapel floor and staircase down) and
climbing over the rubble you could explore
the lower level with it 32 coffin shelves.
Thankfully before the building was lost,
work to secure and restore it started in
2006 and it is now complete and much
work has been done to the surrounding
woodland and paths, which is now all a
part of Cobham Park, easy walking from
the war memorial in Cobham. More details
are on www.cobhampark.org.uk

by Philip Dynes

Kings Kitchen

One quarter of the bones in your
body are in your feet.
A cockroach can live for several
weeks without its head!
The average human eats 8 spiders
in their lifetime at night.
Feb 1865 is the only month in
recorded history not to have a
full moon.

A coffee and cake cafe
for the whole village.
2SHQřŘŘŘDPřŘŘSPHYHU\
7XHVGD\LQWKH0HPRULDO+DOO
:K\QRWFRPHLQDQGHQMR\DFXSSD
and a chat.
$ZDUPZHOFRPHDZDLWV\RX
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The Wright Look Beauty
for Men & Women

By Peggy Wright N.V.Q - I.T.E.C - T.A.T.h

Treatments include:
Spoil Yourself in
Waxing - ladies and men
Electrolysis
October and November
Eye lash / eyebrow tinting
Manicure / Pedicure
Double Mud Facial / Seaweed Facial / With a Choco Facial & Hot Stones
Choco Beauty Facial / Warming
Back Massage
Mineral Facial
Tranquility Swedish Massage /
Heavenly Aromatherapy Massage /
Special Price £50
Peace Hot Stone Massage
Hopi Ear Candle
Indian Head Massage
Reflexology
Get Ready for Christmas
2 in 1 Treats
Skin - Exfoliation and Massage
Gift Vouchers available at Reception
Calmness - Facial and Massage
Indulgence - Back Treat
Hundred of Hoo Swimming Pool,
Main Road, Hoo,
Rochester, Kent
Tel: 01634 251588 or 07596 125 067

Opening hours:
Tuesday and Wednesday - 9:30am - 8:00pm
Thursday - 10:00am - 8:00pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 3:00pm

£5 Gift
Voucher

for you and your friend
Name...................................................................
Referring..............................................................
Address................................................................
...........................................................................
...........................................................................
Telephone.............................................................
Valid until.............................................................
Book an appointment and receive £5 off, when you bring this voucher.
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, has no cash value,
please ask for full T&C. Minimum spend £10.
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Our Best Friends
The Warren House Veterinary
Group would like to introduce
their new loyalty scheme to be
launched November 2011.
Becoming one of OUR BEST
FRIENDS will save you money on
your pet’s essential preventative
treatments with easy monthly
payments.

Will you be one of OUR BEST FRIENDS?
Pick up a leaflet in one of our surgeries
Have you visited our new website?

www.warrenveterinary.co.uk
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It’s been a busy time again putting
together this edition of The
Blossom Tree. Thanks to those who
have helped, it can be quite a task
and extra assistance is always
welcomed no matter how small or
large. If you can spare any time for
the next edition, particularly with
sourcing or chasing adverts, it
would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks again to those who helped
with this issue, I hope you enjoy it.

Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 16 November, 7:00pm
PTA Meeting - School meeting room
Wednesday 23 November, 9:00am
Bags2School - Village Hall Car Park
Friday 25 November
Magazine Competition Closing Date
Monday 21 November
Closing Date for Adverts
Monday 28 November
Closing Date for Submissions

Sam Dynes - Editor
Spooky books!
* Witch means wise one. It comes
from the Saxon word wica.
* A pumpkin is really a squash, and
comes from the same family as the
cucumber
* This year we will experience 4
unusual dates:
1/1/11; 1/11/11; 11/1/11; 11/11/11

The Halloween Kid by Rhode Montijo
Winnie The Witch Three Story Treasury
by Valerie Thomas and Korky Paul
Ghost Eats It All! by Janee Trasler
A Bad Spell for the Worst Witch by Jill
Murphy
Witch-in-Training (1) - Flying Lessons by
Maeve Friel and Nathan Reed

NOW figure this out: Take the last 2
digits of the year your mum or dad
were born, plus, the age they will
be this year and it will equal 111!!!
e.g. 1969 + 42 = 111

Valley of the Giant Skeletons (Geronimo
Stilton (Quality)) by Geronimo Stilton
The Crossbones: Ryan's Journal
(Skeleton Creek) by Patrick Carman
You can find these books on Amazon, be sure to use
the school link, find out more on page 7

Quiz and Puzzle
Answers
Kids
Simpler Kids

Adult Sudoku
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Quick Quiz Answers:
a 6+3-3=6
a 12 - 7 x 2 = 10

Across: 1 Pants, 2 Isaac, 8 Bod, 9 Actress, 10 Adage, 11
Ash, 12 Tides, 15 Organ, 16 Enigma, 18 Enamel, 22
Defoe, 24 Staff, 27 Nap, 28 Beret, 29 Pierrot, 30 Roe, 31
Irony 32 Medal. Down: 1 Plant, 2 Noted, 3 Seeks, 4
Abseil, 5 Idaho, 6 Amalgam, 7 Clean, 13 Inn, 14 Egg, 17
Inferno, 19 Art, 20 Elf, 21 Sapper, 22 Dubai, 23 Entry, 24
Steam, 25 Acrid, 26 Fatal.
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