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Boundary Hedges
At this time of the year with the profusion of summer

growth many boundary hedges are protruding onto

pavements. This makes it difficult for pedestrians and

disabled access.

Please check your hedge and cut where necessary.

Thank you for your co-operation.

High Halstow Parish Council.
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Play Park Closure

You may have noticed that the Play Park on
the recreation ground is locked and the
equipment chained up. The Parish Council is
responsible for ensuring the Play Park
complies with COVID-19 Secure guidelines to
help avoid risks of transmission. We do not feel
that we in a position to enforce the prerequisite
social distancing and hygiene standards so we
have no choice but to keep the Play Park
closed until government guidelines are relaxed
further.

Cllr Tim Munday
High Halstow Parish Council

HH Village Websites

Please visit the Parish Council website for
everything about our village. You can see the
minutes of your Parish Council look up localor
groups in the village, past copies of the High
Halstow Times, and pictures of recent events.

www.highhalstow-pc.gov.uk

High Halstow Parish Council
Monthly Surgeries

Owing to the current situation, we apologise for the
fact that the monthly Parish Council Surgeries will
not take place at Kings Kitchen until further notice.

You can of course contact any of your parish
councillors if you have an urgent problem. Their
telephone numbers are contained in the High
Halstow Times.

Cllrs Chris Watson and Gary Jerreat

High Halstow Parish Council

Had a new Baby?
Small Grants

available from

Relief in Need
The High Halstow Relief in Need charity has
small grants available to anyone living in the
village that has a new baby who is under six
months old. All you need to do to qualify is
live in the village and have a new born
baby. To request a grant email the charity at:
office.hhrin@gmail.com

High Halstow Allotments

REMINDER

Allotment plots are all in use at the present time but
if you have been considering working an allotment
plot and would like to place your name on our
waiting lists, please let the Parish Council know by
contacting Linda.Atkinson@HighHalstow-pc.gov.uk

Linda can also be contacted on 07825 619 353.

Thank you.

Cllr Linda Atkinson

High Halstow Parish Council
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St Werburgh Medical Practise.

Statement from Care Quality Commission.

CQC inspectors visited St Werburgh Medical Practice in Hoo on Friday, 19 June

2020. As a result of this inspection, the CQC took urgent enforcement action at

5pm on Wednesday, 24 June to protect patients using services there, and also in their branch surgeries of
Stoke Village Hall and Balmoral Gardens Healthy Living Centre.

Wilf Williams, Accountable Officer at NHS Kent and Medway Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), said:
“Patients do not need to take any action. The CCG is working hard to ensure services are maintained as
usual and any disruption to patient care is kept to a minimum.
“The provider has been in place at St Werburgh Medical Practice and its branch surgeries in Stoke and
Balmoral Gardens Healthy Living Centre since 1 September
2018, providing care for some 11,000 patients.

“The CQC's decision means patients will be seen by an alternative healthcare professional in the immediate
future but they can still ring their surgery as usual. Patients will be directed to an appointment with the
Improved Access Primary Care Hub service which provides additional capacity to our GP practices,
including in the evenings and at weekends. Due to Covid-19, most appointments are currently being
conducted remotely but if patients need a face-to-face appointment, this will be arranged.

“We have been supporting the provider for some time, focussing on putting the correct governance,
policies and procedures in place to enable staff to transform the services offered to patients. Unfortunately,
insufficient progress was made but we will continue to work with them, while also ensuring temporary
arrangements are in place for patients.”

Patients should soon expect to receive a text message informing them of the current situation.

For now, patients should continue to ring their surgery as usual, patients will then be directed to an
alternative healthcare professional for an appointment. I have been told by the surgery that repeat
prescriptions are continuing to go ahead exactly as normal.

The CCG are aware that some people have been struggling to get through as the phone lines are very busy,
but they intend to put more staff in very shortly to improve the situation.

Work is ongoing to put in place further arrangements from next week, and I am hopeful that patients will
soon be able to be seen at their usual surgery. Plans are yet to be finalised but I will provide another update
once these plans become clear.

Statement from Kelly Tolhurst

I have been informed that the services at St Werburgh Medical Practice on Bells Lane, and their partner
surgeries at Stoke Village Hall, and the Balmoral Gardens Healthy Living Centre in Gillingham, have been
suspended with immediate effect.

Following urgent concerns with the performance, the decision has been taken by the Care Quality
Commission to immediately suspend these surgeries.

The phone line is still working and calls are being taken but there is currently a longer than usual waiting time.
I advise only contacting the practice if your concerns are urgent, in which case they will be able to refer you
on to an alternative practice. It is my understanding they are still able to issue urgent repeat prescriptions.

Late yesterday evening I spoke to the local Clinical Commissioning Group who are currently working to put in
place temporary measures for patients. I expressed to them my disappointment with DMC Healthcare who
run the practice; I have been liaising with DMC over several months now regarding the quality of their
practices and I had been assured that they were on track to meet their targets for improvement.

I will continue to work with those involved to ensure that appropriate provisions are put in place as soon as
possible and I will endeavour to keep you updated.



10



11

Your Parish Councillors

George Crozer, 01634 250286Chair

e.mail: George @highhalstow ..crozer -pc gov.uk

Christine Watson, 01634 256529Vice Chair

Linda Atkinson 07825 619353

Adrian Catchpole 07788 721226

Ray Collins 01634 250105

Gary Jerreat 07880 697657

Tim Munday 07730 477017

Marilyn Stone 07944 490903

Your councillors may also be contacted
through the Parish Clerk:

Jenny Allen 1634 7100860

High Halstow Relief in Need
The charity has existed in High Halstow for many years and is an amalgamation of smaller charities/private
trusts, the oldest of which dates from 1716 and exists to help the residents of the Parish of High Halstow who
are going through a time of need or hardship. This could include not only widows and widowers but also to
help people of all ages and from all walks of life. Requests can also be made by organisations or groups in
the Parish.

Requests for financial assistance can be made at any time of year, in writing, email or in person to any one of
the Trustees. A resident can apply on behalf of someone else in the village—but their permission must be
obtained first of all. All requests are dealt with in the strictest confidence.  If you are not sure about a request
and think it may be rejected, do not be afraid to speak to any of the Trustees listed below about it. These
funds are there for villagers who need help.

Rev. Stephen Gwilt The Rectory 01634 250637

Stuart Bailey 27 Cooling Road 07976 760 844

June Collins 6 Marsh Crescent 01634 250105

John Myatt Decoy Hill Road 01634 256 185

Chris Peek 2 Willlowbank Drive 01634 252 604

Tamsin Stowers

Natasha Turner 12 Marsh Crescent

Office email office.hhrin@gmail.com

Inconsiderate Parking
Please be aware of where and how you are parking
around the village.  It has been bought to the
attention of the Parish Council that people are
parking on or across pavements, which is forcing
pedestrians and children to walk in the road.
Also some parking is creating pinch-points which
limits access for emergency vehicles or can cause
collisions with oncoming vehicles.

To advertise in this publication:
£88 Whole Page, £44 Half Page, £22 Quarter

Page, £11 Eighth Page.
editor@highhalstow.org.uk



Next edition August 2020; Contributions Augustfor should be sent
by to:26th July

Carl Mitchell, 8 Marsh Crescent, High Halstow  ME3 8TJ
or e.mail to editor@highhalstow.org.uk

Published by High Halstow Parish Council
Printed by (01634) 727215Smart Print Services

SOS - Wool Please

The Cooling Road Home Group continue to receive
lovely blankets on route (eventually!!) for Starfish
Malawi.  Our loyal knitters have continued to keep
the needles clicking all through lockdown.  However
our wool supply is disappearing  fast!  We are
therefore calling on YOU, our equally loyal band of
supporters, to pass on to us any wool you may
have left over.

We use all sorts but would be particularly grateful if
anyone can find any really vibrant colours.

If you can help please ring me on 251135, or drop
into 25 Cooling Road.

Thank you all very much for your past help

Hazel Beringer.

Readers Emails & Letters
(No emails or letters will be published without the name and address being supplied to the Editor, which can be withheld on request)

Dear All,

You will know from the June HHT that our lovely

village has only one street cleaner at the moment.

The Parish Council has discussed this and decided

to have a Village Volunteering event on Saturday
18 July from 9am meeting outside the Village Hall.

th

Please come and join in.

This will be a bit like the old Project Day, that was
renamed Project 90 because it tended to last for
about 90 minutes. We will concentrate on the
village, rather than the access roads and we will do
whatever cleaning, sweeping, litter picking or
tidying needs to be done. Please come and join us
at

9am on Saturday 18 July. Bring some gloves,
th

wear old clothes and bring your own bottle of

water. Unfortunately it will not be possible to

provide refreshments on this occasion because

the Village Hall will be closed.

Hope to see you there. The more the merrier as

“many hands make light work”. Let's help to keep

our village looking great.

Chris Peek, on behalf of the Parish Council.

High Halstow Times Delivery

Our High Halstow Times will be deliveredAugust
by our much appreciated Regular Team of 20

volunteers.
Many thanks to the teams of 4 who delivered during

May, June and July
If for any reason you are part of the “Regular Team”

and cannot deliver during August
please text or call Marilyn on

07944 490903

Friday 25th September 2020

Mrs Margot Sturt, 32 Willowbank Drive, High Halstow ME3 8TW
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