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High Halstow Parish Council 

 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting  
held on Wednesday 10 April 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 
The Memorial Hall, The Street, High Halstow 

C/01/19/1- 5 

Present : Cllr George Crozer Chairman 
 Cllr Chris Watson Vice Chair 
 Cllr Ray Collins  
 Cllr Brian Williams  
 Cllr Bill Khatkar  
 Cllr Martin Andrews  
   
Absent : Cllr Gary Jerreat 

Cllr Michael O’Hanlon 
Cllr Linda Atkinson 
 

 

Members of the public 4 
 

Agenda 
Item 
Number 

These minutes are in draft awaiting approval for accuracy from members. 

1 Apologies for absence 

 Cllr Jerreat sent his apologies due to illness.  Cllr O’Hanlon sent apologies as he had a 
family commitment.  Cllr Linda Atkinson sent her apologies due to a family commitment. 

 

2 To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th April 2018 

 The minutes were read for accuracy by the Chairman.  It was proposed by Cllr Crozer and 
seconded by Cllr Watson that the minutes be signed as a true record of the meeting. 

 

3 To receive the Financial Statement of the Parish Council’s Audited Accounts for the year 
ended 31 March 2018 

  

4 Chairman’s Annual Report 

 Ladies and gentlemen, can I start my report by thanking all the Parish Councillors on your 
behalf for their efforts this past year in making High Halstow a nice place to live. 

 You should know that the job of Parish Councillor is unpaid and voluntary and can involve a 
lot of time, effort and sometimes anxiety that said it is very rewarding. 

 I thank to Chris Watson for her support as Vice Chairman and the committees of (Personnel 
Finance, School Liaison, Village grounds maintenance, Recreation ground.)  Thanks too, to 
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Brian Williams for (Finance, KALC, Footpaths, Recreation ground, and village grounds 
maintenance).  Gary Jarrett for (Kings kitchen Surgery, Finance, Personnel Planning, High 
Halstow School liaison).  Bill Khatkar for (Planning, Finance and Police Liaison).  Linda 
Atkinson for (Allotments, Planning, HHT, website, KALC and Neighbourhood Plan).  Ray 
Collins for (Planning, Finance, Rural Liaison, Recreation and Memorial Hall, Footpaths, Trees, 
and Forge common).  Martin Andrews for (Personnel and Police liaison).  Mick O'Hanlon for 
(Personnel and Neighbourhood Plan). 

 I’m sure by now you all will know Cat Bloomfield, our New Parish Clerk.  This meeting will 
mark the end of her first year.  Thank you Cat for your effort and understanding during this 
first year. 

 I thank Jack and John on your behalf for keeping our streets clear of rubbish.  I must point 
out neither Jack nor John are responsible for the rubbish we find on the periphery of our 
village, the major roads do not fall within their remit. We have again been asked to re-instate 
our litter-picking group (project 90).  We should re look at this in the coming months to see 
what can be done.  It’s a good way to exercise for 90 mins and gives you a great sense of 
well-being and job well done!! 

 May I pay tribute to two members of our community who served on this council and have 
passed away in this term.  Peter Dall and Lesley Munday.  Both were very active members 
of our community. 

 I first met Peter when the late Doug Hutchison introduced me to the Village Hall Committee 
back in the last century. He was a regular at the Red Dog in all the time I knew him. 

 Lesley of course will be remembered for her passion for the children of the village. She was 
a founder and leader of the youth club up until a few years ago.  I know she was glad to see 
that the club continued to flourish under the new management. Lesley and Peter were both 
heavily involved in the refurbishment of our Village Hall and saw great changes during their 
lifetimes, they will both be missed. 

 I’m pleased to see that both our Halls are doing well and are an important asset used and 
loved by very many of the community.  They are a glowing example of community in action.  
During a village consultation in 2000 they were identified as the most important village 
assets.  The community was collectively involved in raising some £174,000 for the Village 
Hall through direct donations and fund-raising events.  This ultimately constituted almost 
40% of the total cost of refurbishment.  This Parish Council was pleased to contribute over 
25% whilst the remaining 35% was raised from external grants by Medway Councils Rural 
liaison, Veolia Environmental Trust, Kent Downs & Marshes Leader Programme, Garfield 
Weston, and other Local Charities. 

 The Halls have played a major part in housing many of our local clubs and it’s inspirational 
to see so many of these local clubs and groups flourishing within our village. 

 These included: 

• The Church Family 

• The Friends of St Margaret’s 

• Kings Kitchen 

• wHoo Cares 

• Bell Ringers 
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• Gardening Club 

• High Halstow Hikers 

• The Cricket Club 

• Football Team 

• Badminton Club 

• Woman’s institute 

• Gardening Club 

• Youth Club 

• Toddler group 

• KLUK Martial Arts 

• Déjà vu 

• Knit and Natter 

• Pilates group 

• Tai chi 

• Stay and play 

• Dramarama 

• Community Choir 

• Line Dancing 

• Sugar babes 

• Karmen Dancers 

• Friendly Club 

• Memorial Quiz nights; and  

• Recreation Hall quiz nights 

 I wonder if any of them are here tonight?  If so, we look forward to hearing some of the 
reports!! 

 The past year has seen many changes to the operation of the Parish Council with the 
adoption of new Standing Orders.  Other policy documents are the subject of work in 
progress and will be brought forward in due time. 

 This of course is the Annual Parish meeting immediately before the elections. 

 In this new 4-year term we will see some changes to the make up of the Parish Council.  Two 
councillors are standing down and there are ten candidates for the nine parish councillors 
required, so this year it is great to learn there will be an actual election. It is one of most 
important aspects of the society in which we live. 

 I give special thanks to Councillors Martin Andrews and Mick O’Hanlon who has served 
admirably during the last 4 year term, we will be sorry to see them go and wish them well 
for the future. 

 It was just over a year ago that it was confirmed during the consultation of the latest Local 
Plan that Medway Council intend changing the face of the Peninsula forever. They plan 
building 12,000 new homes mainly in Hoo and 700 in High Halstow. I’m afraid that the 
overriding business for the next 4 years will be dictated by the history of this last year. 

 Our village is about to double in size from 800 to 1500 homes with the development of the 
land between Christmas Lane and Britannia Road. 
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 Because of Medway Council’s insistence on developing the Peninsula in preference to other 
more suitable areas of Medway, there has been an absence of a Medway Local Plan since 
2003.  The Lack of a Local Plan has allowed predatory development to become rampant on 
the peninsula.  Our much loved Deangate Ridge Golf course has been closed and its future 
as a community asset hangs precariously in the balance, protected only by the adjacent SSSi 
and the Deangate Community partnership’s (DCP) registration of the site as an “Asset of 
Community Value”. 

 Medway Council now talk of securing a government grant in an attempt to bolster and 
qualify the Local Plan by applying for 170 million pounds for Peninsula access improvements 
to the A228 at Four Elms Hill (which is already dangerous with 37 fatalities to date and under 
investigation for its bad air quality) and the building of railway stations at Sharnal Street and 
Hoo. 

 There will be further opportunity to comment on the proposed Local Plan before it goes to 
the Inspector. I would strongly advise you to comment when the opportunity arises as it is 
most important that we tell the Inspector that Medway Council is excluding suitable 
alternative sites in favour of the Peninsula.  Sustained development on the Peninsula relies 
on access infrastructure changes to make it feasible.  If predatory development is allowed 
to continue prior to the Local Plan the existence of that development could negate the 
feasibility of the Local Plan.  We could be left with too much development without adequate 
amenity or infrastructure. 

 This year the Parish Council has approved the development of our own Neighbourhood Plan.  
This will give us a say in the way High Halstow is developed between now and 2035.  Once 
adopted it will form part of the Council’s Local Plan. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan should give us some influence on the type of housing, design of 
the properties and how we would like the village to grow in the future.  When I say “we”, I 
of course mean the whole of our community.  You may have already taken part in the 
Neighbourhood Plan process at the drop-in meetings held towards the end of last year.  On 
Monday night The Parish Council approved the engagement of an expert planner to help 
further development of the Plan and its submission for approval and adoption into the Local 
Plan.  You will have further opportunity to take part very soon, in the meantime please 
continue to enjoy living in High Halstow and please remember to vote in the Elections for 
both our local Council and this Parish Council. 

 Thank you 

5 Medway Councillors’ Report 

  

6 Reports from Local Organisations 

  

7 Other business at the Chairman’s discretion 

  

 

 

Signed      
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 …………………………………………………….. …………………………………………….. 
George Crozer    Dated 
Chairman 

 


