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          MINUTES 

 Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 15th April 2020 
Virtual Meeting ~ 8.00 pm 

 
Attendees:    Cllr G. Crozer (Chairman)                Cllr C. Watson (Vice-Chair) 
    Cllr G. Jerreat      Cllr L. Atkinson                    

Cllr R. Collins      Cllr T. Munday 
Cllr A. Catchpole                               Cllr M. Stone 
Mr J. Clay                   Ward Cllr R. Sands 
Mrs J. Allen (Clerk) 
 

Members of the public:   0    
 

The meeting commenced at 8.00 pm 
 

Cllr G. Crozer opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  He introduced Mr J. Clay to the members 
and extended his warm welcome to Ward Cllr R. Sands who was also in attendance. 
 

 

  1. Apologies for absence 
   HHPC473:15.04.20  None.  

 

  2. To receive Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
   HHPC474:15.04.20   None. 

 

  3. Virtual Meetings 
   HHPC475:15.04.20  The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, spoke to inform the members that this gathering was a 

trial meeting, and that the main purpose was to enable the members to collectively discuss their reports. 
He asked the members to display their motions clearly on screen and reminded them to do so in a timely 
fashion, to enable the Clerk to accurately record the minutes. 
 

He also urged the members to consider inviting the public to attend their next meeting, suggesting that the 
Parish Council could perhaps live-stream any meetings to a closed Facebook Page, to allow more villagers 
to view. 
 

In response to the Covid-19 restrictions, the Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer proposed the members accept to 
conduct all their meetings via a virtual forum in Zoom, until the further notice. This proposal was seconded 
by Cllr G. Jerreat and unanimously agreed. 
 

A discussion ensued in relation to how the Parish Council could promote their meetings and how they 
could allow Parishioners an opportunity to raise any questions.  
 

It was agreed that as virtual meetings were still very new, that the details would need to be finalised by 
trial and error. However, the members unanimously agreed that in the interim that they would promote 
their meetings by the two High Halstow Village appreciation Facebook pages and allow Parishioners to 
submit questions in advance of the next meeting, by email. 
 

  4. Planning 
a). Applications 

   HHPC476:15.04.20  The members discussed the one planning application received: 
 

• MC/20/0721 - Land South Of Britannia Road High Halstow Rochester Medway 
 

        Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that there was already a large amount of information showing in the 
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        Medway Council planning portal that included comments from Kent County Council and Rural England. 
Mr J. Clay spoke to present the members with his written reply in response to this application, which he 
stressed was a first draft. He spoke of the possible affects this build could have on environmental impact, 
climate change and the effects on construction and demolition. He advised that he thought the reports the 
developer had already undertaken were irrelevant and highlighted up to 19 points he himself had 
identified, that should be addressed, as per documented in his letter. 
 

It was noted that the deadline to respond to this planning application was the same date as the meeting 
(Wednesday 15th April), however the members agreed that they would object anyway.  
 

Cllr R. Collins confirmed that he would email Mr D. Harris (Head of Planning at Medway Council) to advise 
that the Parish Council would be objecting and that their objection would follow in due course, in an 
attempt to play for some extra time. 
 

The members also discussed the additional footfall this development would have on the village, where Mr 
J. Clay advised that the Parish Council should ask for a contribution towards the nature reserves and the 
maintenance of the local facilities. 
 

Cllr A. Catchpole spoke to suggest an amendment to Mr J. Clay’s letter, where it was agreed that Mr J. Clay 
would make the recommended corrections and circulate a revised letter for the members approval and for 
the Chairman’s signature. It was also agreed that the Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, would post  a hard copy to 
Medway Council. 
 
b). Decisions 
 HHPC477:15.04.20   Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm the details of five (5) planning applications that had 
been passed since the last meeting: 
 

• MC/20/0365 – 1 Leaman Close 

• MC/20/0240 – The Red Dog 

• MC/20/0241 – The Red Dog 

• MC/20/0406 – The Paddock (Adjacent Sandhurst Farm) Sharnal Street  

• MC/20/0134 – 2 Longfield Avenue 
 

c). Appeals and other matters 
HHPC478:15.04.20   None. 
 

d). Neighbourhood Plan 
HHPC479:15.04.20   Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that the next public consultation had been begun, and that 
he had received no response from Medway Council in regards to their Neighbourhood Plan. He now 
understood that owing to COVID-19 outbreak that it was unlikely that Medway Council would be approving 
any Neighbourhood Plans until May 2021. 
 

He spoke further to advise that the surplus funds from the Neighbourhood Plan grant had been returned to 
Groundworks UK, and that he would be applying for further funding at the end of this month, once the 
providers allowed him to do so. 
 

The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, spoke to advise that so far 112 surveys had been returned along with 1 hard 
copy. He advised that he was going to try to re-advertise the survey online at different times on Facebook to 
try to catch more Parishioners at different times of the day.  
 

Mr J. Clay also spoke to advise that the questions he had raised in relation to the HIF bid had been 
acknowledged by Medway Council, however the Council had written back to advise that they reserved the 
right to apply an additional 20 working days to respond. 
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He spoke to advise of his disappointment in the Council’s response and advised that he thought the questions 
raised in relation to Environmental impact and Climate Change had been relatively straight forward.  He 
ended his report in advising that he had requested a Zoom meeting with the senior Planning Members at 
Medway Council. 
 

 

e). Local Plan 
HHPC480:15.04.20   Ward Councillor R. Sands spoke to advise that he understood the Council needed to 
abandon a large number of conditions to meet the HIF bid, owing to their lack of experience relating to a 
plan this size. 
 

He also advised that the planning department at Medway Council were not quick to answer any emails and 
that they were not prepared to let anything slip. 
 

Mr J. Clay spoke to enquire how many homes Medway Council had actually granted, citing that he 
understood the existing permissions had already used up any spare capacity on the Peninsula’s existing 
highways. He suggested asking the other two Peninsula Ward Councillors to become more involved. 
 

e). Section 106 monies 
HHPC481:15.03.20   Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that there was no further update in relation to the Section 
106 monies. 
 

 
 

 5. Finance 
a). Bank Balances 

   HHPC482:15.04.20   The Councillors carefully reviewed the bank balances provided by the Clerk, where it 
was unanimously agreed that these balances were acceptable. 
 

b). BACS payments made since the last meeting  
HHPC483:15.04.20   The Councillors carefully reviewed the BACS payments made since the last meeting 
where it was unanimously agreed that these payments were acceptable. 
 

c). Accounts for Payment 
 HHPC484:15.04.20  The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, read aloud the proposed payments, as per shown below.  
These payments were accepted, having been proposed by Cllr R. Collins, seconded by Cllr M. Stone and 
unanimously agreed. 
 

Payee Reference Payment Method Amount 
 

Notes 
Mr M. Rowe - STANDING ORDER £70.00 Hire of Garages 

Culverstone Stores  - DEBIT CARD £69.80 

Hand Sanitiser for 
HH Road Rep 
Volunteers 

V Sinclair Ltd - BACS £445.00 

Invoice: 628 
Installation of oak 

post to entrance to 
‘All Weather’ Path 

HMRC - BACS £408.09 

Tax & NI for John, 
Jack & Jenny April 

2020 

Mr J. Gallivan - TO BE PAID BY BACS £631.59 Wages April 2020 

Mr J. Balciunas - TO BE PAID BY BACS £631.59 Wages April 2020 

Mrs J. Allen - TO BE PAID BY BACS £786.01 Wages April 2020 
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Nurture Landscapes 
Ltd - TO BE PAID BY BACS £2,050.20 

Grounds 
Maintenance 

April 2020 

Smart Print Services - TO BE PAID BY BACS £413.40 

Surveys, Newsletter 
& Posters 

Invoice: 103157 

Smart Print Services - TO BE PAID BY BACS £691.50 
HHT May 2020 
Invoice: 103162 

Stoke Parish Council 
HHPC233:11.1

2.19   TO BE PAID BY BACS £16.34 

50% contribution 
towards the 
Telephone & 
Broadband 

communications 
package 

KPS Office Supplies  - TO BE PAID BY BACS £78.00 
Face Masks for HH 

Road Rep Volunteers 

Mrs J. Allen - TO BE PAID BY BACS £20.93 
Latex Gloves for HH 

Road Rep Volunteers 

TOTAL   £6,312.45  

 
J. Mcilwraith - CREDIT £20.00 

Payment rec’d for 
HH Times Advert 

A Lucas - CREDIT £25.00 Allotment Payment 

TOTAL   £45.00  
 

d). 2019/2020 AGAR 
 HHPC485:15.04.20  The Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, spoke to request permission to ask Rialtas for assistance with the 
AGAR figures for the 2019/2020 Audit. 
 

After careful deliberation the Chairman of the Finance Committee, Mr R. Collins, confirmed that he was 
happy for the Clerk to arrange for this. 
 

6. Management of Land and Property 
a). Recreation Ground 
 HHPC486:15.04.20  It was acknowledged that the Recreation Ground remained open, in accordance with 
the Government’s instructions, owing to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

b). Play Parks 
 HHPC487:15.04.20  It was acknowledged that the Play Park within the village had been closed and the 
facilities locked, in accordance with the Government’s instructions, owing to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

c). Allotments 
 HHPC488:15.04.20  Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to advise that she had been self-isolating so she had not been out 
to check on the allotments recently. She did advise however that she had been corresponding with the Clerk 
in relation to outstanding rents for the year ending 2019/2020. 
 

d). Forge Common 
 HHPC489:15.04.20 Cllr A. Catchpole spoke to acknowledge that the contractors had been working 
throughout the pandemic, and that Nurture landscapes had tidied the Forge Common area. 
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 Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that he had also sorted the mulch to go on top of the boggy ground. 
 

e). Village Grounds Maintenance 
 HHPC490:15.04.20 Cllr A. Catchpole spoke to advise that there was no further progress in relation to 
updating the Village Grounds Maintenance contract and that he was still working on this. 
 

f). Nurture Grounds Maintenance Contract 
 HHPC491:15.04.20  Cllr A. Catchpole spoke to advise that there was still looking into obtaining comparative 
quotes for the grounds maintenance contract.  He advised however that one of the possible competitors he 
was waiting for details of actually even lived in the village. 
 

g). Wooden posts in grassed area of Village Hall car park 
 HHPC492:15.04.20  Cllr R. Collins confirmed that he had spoken to Mr P. Marshall of V. Sinclair Ltd and that 
he had instructed him to install the broken posts in the Village Hall car park, as discussed at the last meeting  
HHPC418:11.03.20  .  
 

7. Highways & Transport  
a). Public Rights of Way 
 HHPC493:15.04.20  The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, spoke to advise that he had reported the RS40 & RS41 
footpaths to Medway Council for clearance. He commented that he had heard however that the RSPB were 
responsible for maintaining these paths. 
 

Cllr A. Catchpole acknowledged that more Parishioners were using the footpaths, owing to part of their daily 
exercise.  
 

b). Street Cleaning 
 HHPC494:15.04.20  It was acknowledged that the Street Cleaners had been temporarily been stood down, 
owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Cllr G. Crozer commented however that their presence was missed, and that he had seen an abundance of 
used ‘dog poo’ bags strewn across the streets throughout the village. 
 

c). Tree Wardens Report 
 HHPC495:15.04.20  Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that there was no further report since the last meeting. 
 

d). Bus Shelters 
 HHPC496:15.04.20  The Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, reported that the insurance company were chasing her for 
invoices for the completed works for the replacement damaged bus shelter, however, she had acknowledged 
that none of the funds for the repairs had been received. She asked the members if this was usual protocol 
for the insurers. 
 

A discussion between the members ensued, where it was agreed that the Clerk should speak further to Zurich 
to ask them to confirm their procedure in regards to the release of funds. 
 

8. High Halstow Times 
HHPC497:15.04.20   Cllr M. Stone spoke to confirm that she had left 150 High Halstow Times for the month 
of April 2020 in the Village shop.  
 

She advised that when she last checked on the levels of stock, that she understood there were 100 copies 
were left, along with the return of one additional Neighbourhood Plan survey questionnaire. 
 

She spoke further to advise that she understood other local publications were not being printed at present, 
which included both ‘The Net’ and the ‘Village Voices’ magazine. 
 

Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to advise that she thought the Parish Council should still continue to print the usual 
number of  copies of the High Halstow Times, as she acknowledged that a lot of people were at home, either 
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self isolating or on furlough leave. She therefore thought the Parisihoners would would welcome additional 
reading material.  
 

She questioned if the advertisers should be charged for the month of April, owing to the fact that not as 
many copies were printed or had been circulated, where she also declared a conflict of interest, owing to 
her commitments with the Community Lottery. 
 

Cllr A. Catchpole agreed with Cllr L. Atkinson’s comments advising that he thought the usual amount of copies 
shoulda also be printed, he felt sure that the members could find a handful of volunteers to deliver these. 
 

The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, asked each Councillor in turn for his/her opionions. Where Councillors T. 
Munday, G. Jereatt and C. Watson all agreed with Cllr L. Atkinson and Cllr A. Catchpole. 
 

Cllr M. Stone advised that she understood a lot of companies were posting publications iinstead of hand 
delivering. 
 

The members voted on the distribution of the May High Halstow Times via volunteers (not within the ‘at risk’ 
catergory).  Where six (6) Councillors voted in favour and two (2) voted against. 
 

Cllr T. Munday also spoke to propose that if the members could not find volunteers to deliver the publication 
then they should consider a postal delivery by ‘The Net or otherwise, providing the charges did not exceed 
over £150. This proposal was seconded by Cllr G. Jereatt and was agreed by five (5) members with one (1) 
voting against and one (1) abstaining. 
 

The members discussed any possible counterclaims, in the event any of the the volunteers delivering then 
subsqeuntly claimed that they had been infected by the virus, whilst delivering. Cllr G. Crozer spoke of the 
need for public liability insurance for a bonafide service. 
 

9. Road Reps Scheme 
HHPC498:15.04.20   Cllr M. Stone provided the members with a report on the High Halstow Road Reps 
Scheme. 
 

She advised that this group consisted of 27 volunteers, all of which she had spoken with personally. She 
reported tthat between the members they had conducted 9 grocery shops and the collection of 2 
prescriptions, with more requests for aid from other Parishioners self isolating  coming thorugh.  
 

She confirmed that one of the volunteers had been kindly assisting her with the admin and that others were 
leafleting the local community to ensure everyone was there was help out there. 
 

A discussion ensued between the members in relation to what other areas of the Peninsula might need aid. 
It was suggested that additional leaflets should be distributed in the Flack Gardens complex, the Hoo Marina 
Park and other areas withinn Grain and Allhallows (which were obviously all far away from any main 
supermarkets) as well as Chattenden. 
 

A vote of thanks was passed by the Chairman to both Cllr M. Stone and Cllr T. Munday for all their help with 
the Road Reps Scheme. 
 

10. Reports 
HHPC498:15.04.20   Cllr R. Sands spoke to advise that he understood Hoo Parish Council were submitting 
their Neighbourhood Plan to Medway Council on the 11th May. He also advised that he also understood they 
were seeking legal advice in regards to the HIF bid. 
 

The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, spoke to request if the members could ask Ms C. Smith and Mr D. Harris from 
the Medway Council planning department, for a Zoom meeting with the members. 
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11. Annual Parish Meeting 2020 
HHPC499:15.04.20   Cllr G. Crozer spoke to advise that the Annual Parish Meeting should be put on hold until 
the COVID-19 pandemic was over.  
 

He asked the Clerk to ensure this item was placed on the agenda for next month for further discussion. 
 
12. Correspondence 
HHPC500:15.04.20   None. 
 
13. Circulars 
HHPC501:15.04.20   None. 
 
14. Disclosure of any other business 
HHPC502:15.04.20   Cllr M. Stone spoke to ask the members if they could consider publicising Mr J. Clay’s 
letter. 
 

Cllr G. Crozer agreed with Cllr M. Stone advising that this document should be shared with as many people 
as possible. 
 

Cllr G. Crozer also asked the Clerk to ensure that she listed on the next agenda the new electronic archiving 
system, the members had been trailing. 
 

15. Personnel 
HHPC503:15.04.20   Cllr G. Jerreat spoke to advise that he had sent an email to all the Councillors surrounding 
the Parish Council’s contribution into the Clerk’s pension scheme.  He advised that the members had agreed 
to pay a higher rate. 
 

16. Date of next meeting 
HHPC504:15.04.20   The Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, spoke to confirm the date for next Parish Council meeting 
would be held on Wednesday 13th May 2020 via a virtual forum. 
 

He thanked the members for attending and closed the meeting at 10.16 pm. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on: 

Wednesday 13th May 2020 7.30pm Virtual Forum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 


