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                          MINUTES 
   Parish Council Meeting 

                                                             Wednesday 8th September 2021 
 The Village Hall ~ 7.30 pm 

 
Attendees:   Cllr C. Watson (Vice-Chair)                        Cllr R. Collins                    

Cllr T. Munday                Cllr L. Atkinson                                           
Cllr M. Stone                Cllr M. Buckland               
Cllr C. MacFarlane               Cllr G. Jerreat 

    Mrs J. Allen (Clerk) 
 

Members of the public:   Five (5) 
 
  

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

   The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson opened the meeting and thanked the Parish Councillors and the members 
of the public for attending.  

 

She immediately asked the Parishioners if they had any questions, following the Parish Council’s decision 
to permanently move the public session forward to the beginning of the agenda. 
 

Several members of public spoke where the following questions / points were raised: 
 

• The members learnt of a complaint surrounding the condition and the cleanliness of the public   

          toilets, located in the Village Hall car park and as managed by Medway Norse. 
 

• The members also learnt of a complaint surrounding the Neighbourhood Consultation posters. 

Where the Parishioner commented that the posters did not publicise the members opposition 

to the HIF Bid & Local Plan, and where he felt that these documents could be deemed as 

‘misleading’.  

• Finally, two representatives from the Woodpeckers Youth Football Club spoke to introduce 

themselves. They expressed their interest in working in unison with the existing football team 

and with the Parish Council. They also conveyed their visions of being able to further enhance 

the facilities in the village, by the utilisation of various grants accessible to them by the Football 

Association. 

Cllr C. Watson spoke in support of the Woodpeckers Youth Football Club and expressed her delight in 
encouraging youngsters back into sport. She closed the public session and accordingly two (2) members 
of the public left. 

 

  1. Apologies for absence 

 HHPC5049:08.09.21   Apologies for absence were received from the Chairman Cllr G Crozer, who was 
self-isolating and from Ward Councillor R. Sands who was attending a meeting elsewhere.   

 

      It was a proposed by Cllr L. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr M. Stone and unanimously agreed to accept  
      the apologies for absence. 

 

  2.    To receive Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
           HHPC5050:08.09.21   None. 
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3.    Minutes of the last meeting  
        a).  To receive and approve the minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 
        3rd August 2021.  
       HHPC5051:08.09.21   The minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 3rd 

           August 2021, were submitted by the Clerk. It was proposed by Cllr L. Atkinson to approve the minutes 
       as a correct record. This proposal was seconded by Cllr C. MacFarlane and was unanimously agreed. 
 

        b).  To receive and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th  

            August 2021. 
         HHPC5052:08.09.21   The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 11th August 
        2021, were submitted by the Clerk. It was proposed by Cllr L. Atkinson to approve the minutes 
        as a correct record. This proposal was seconded by Cllr T. Munday and was unanimously agreed. 
 

4.     Matters arising from the minutes (not otherwise on the Agenda) 
         HHPC5053:08.09.21   None. 
 

5.     Ward Councillor report 
         a).  A report by Ward Councillor Ron Sands. 
          HHPC5054:08.09.21   The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson, spoke to advise the meeting that following agenda  
         item 1, Ward Councillor R. Sands had been unable to attend this evening’s meeting ref:  
          HHPC5049:08.09.21  . 
 

6.     Planning  
        a). Applications. 
         HHPC5055:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that there had been three new planning 
        applications submitted since the last meeting, where he discussed each in turn: 
 

• MC/21/2439 – 43 Harrison Drive 

Cllr R. Collins advised that he had no objection to this application. 
 

• MC/21/2422 – Grass Verge, The Street 

Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that an objection to this application had already been submitted, 

where it was recognised that this ‘new’ telephone ariel had only been moved a few yards down the 

road following the rejection of the network provider’s previous application, MC/21/1512. 
 

• MC/21/2282 – 46 Christmas Lane 

Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that he was still trying to obtain contact with the residents of the 

neighbouring properties to discuss the application with them. Accordingly, he advised that he had 

no comments at this stage. 
 

Concerns were raised regarding the footprint of the extended property and if the Parish Council 

would have enough time to submit an objection. 
 

A discussion ensued where the members accepted that most property owners were now tending to 

extend rather than to move and that if Cllr R. Collins thought the members should submit an 

objection, then he would send an email with his thoughts to all the Councillors as soon as possible. 
 

           b). Decisions 
            HHPC5056:08.09.21   Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that there had been two applications accepted 
            since the last meeting, one of which had been a split decision. 
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      Split decision: 

• MC/21/1798 – The Paddock (Adjacent Sandhurst Farm), Sharnal Street 
 

       Agreed subject to conditions: 

• MC/21/1958 – 11 Thames Avenue 
 

     c). Appeals and Other Matters 
      HHPC5057:08.09.21   Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that following receipt of an email from the Clerk, 
     he was aware that Esquire Estates would be submitting a further application for ‘The Hollies’, 
     following the rejection of their previous application, MC/20/1237.  
 

     He confirmed that once the Clerk was in receipt of the details from Mr C. Sparks of Esquire Estates, 
     that she would forward this information on to the members, where he would call an extraordinary   
     Planning Committee meeting to discuss the application in finer detail. 
 

     d). Heronden Grange.  
      HHPC5058:08.09.21   Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that he had no report. 
 

      HHPC5059:08.09.21   With permission from the Vice-Chair, a member of the public spoke to advise that 
     they had enquired with Medway Council, if Redrow were still planning on building their playpark 
     within the Heronden Grange development. 
 

     e). Neighbourhood Plan (inc David Rudlin) 

      HHPC5060:08.09.21   Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that the Neighbourhood Plan was now out for 
     consultation. He reported that so far, the members had received very poor feedback, with a total of 25 
     responses received back. 
 

     The Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, also spoke to recommend that the members considered writing an article to place 
     in the Village Voices publication. Cllr R. Collins spoke in response to confirm that the next Neighbourhood 
     Plan Consultation was due to take place on Sunday 12th September where he wanted to see what 
     feedback the members received from this meeting first. 
 

     Cllr L. Atkinson also spoke to express concerns that many members of the public did not know the 
     difference between the Neighbourhood Plan and the Local Plan, not mentioning the additional 
     complications caused by the design codes. 
 

     A discussion ensued, where Cllr T. Munday spoke to advise that there had been a lot of articles in the 
     public domain recently, where he thought that many Parishioners were no longer reading them. 
 

     Cllr R. Collins spoke to remind the members to complete their questionnaires. 
 

     Finally, the Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson, spoke to ask the Clerk if she would add ‘public toilets’ to the next 
     agenda. 
 

     f). Local Plan 
      HHPC5061:08.09.21   Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that he understood the Local Plan was still due to 
     be released in October 2021 for consultation, where he advised that the members would just need to 
     wait and see what happened. 
 

         The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson also spoke to concur with Cllr. R. Collins, and to advise that the Local Plan 
     was down to Medway Council to organise. 
 

     g). Section 106 monies 
      HHPC5062:08.09.21   Cllr R. Collins spoke to enquire if the Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, had heard any further 
     from Medway Council, concerning the Section 106 funding. The Clerk spoke in response to advise 
     that she was still chasing Medway Council for an update on the balance of their funds. 
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      Finally, Cllr R. Collins spoke to ask the members to consider funding some of the proposed projects for 
      the Section 106 monies, ahead of them receiving their funds. Where he wondered if the members could 
      claim the money back from Medway Council retrospectively. 
 

      A discussion ensued where the members agreed that the following projects were the most urgent: 
 

• A hard surfacing under the basket swing – located in the recreation ground 

• Upgrade a section of footpath accessing Forge Common from Northwood Avenue with a metalled 
surface 

• A Christmas Tree – to be planted in the Village Hall car park to be decorated in time for the month 
of December 
 

     Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to advise that the tallest ‘live’ tree she had been able to source, stood at 
     approximately 6 feet tall.  
 

     It was acknowledged that there was an item dedicated agenda item to the Christmas Tree Working Party, 
     later in the meeting, where the members agreed to discuss this matter in further detail later on. 
 

7.  Finance 
      a). Bank balances 
       HHPC5063:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins referred the members to the bank statements provided in their 
      meeting packs, where he talked them through the balances. After careful consideration the bank 
      balances were deemed as acceptable. 
 

      b). BACS payments made since last meeting 

      HHPC5064:08.09.21  The Councillors carefully reviewed the BACS payments made since the last 
      meeting, where it was unanimously agreed that these payments were acceptable. 
 

      c). Accounts for payment (including items pending approval) 
       HHPC5065:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins, referred the members to their meeting packs, where there was a 
      list of payments to be approved enclosed, details of which are also shown below.  
 

      These payments were accepted, having been proposed by Cllr L. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr M. Stone  
      and unanimously agreed. 
 

Payee Reference 
Payment 
Method Amount 

 
Notes 

Mr M. Rowe - 
STANDING 

ORDER £70.00 
Hire of Garages 

NALC - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £103.42 

2 x Tickets to ‘Making 
Rural Housing Affordable’ 

INV: 1840273197 

Smart Print Services - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £691.50 
HHT September 2021 

INV:104004 

Smart Print Services - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £124.80 
NHP Consultation Posters 

INV: 104005 

Smart Print Services - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £346.50 
30 copies of NH Plan 

INV: 104006 

Cllr R. Collins - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £297.60 

Electrode Pads & 
Disposable Battery for HH 

Defibrillator 
INV: 1243667   
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Urbed HHPC3076:29.04.21  
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £6,000.00 

Initial work & workshops 
on the NHP Design Code 

INV: 2121 

BLM Ltd HHPC899:14.10.20    
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £1,865.00 

Grounds Maintenance  
August 2021 
INV: 10146 

Signs & Imaging.com 
- 

HHPC5008:11.08.21    
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £102.00 
4 x Printed Banners 

INV: SEinv11011 

Audio Crew HHPC4086:03.08.21    
PAID BY 

BACS £700.00 

Sound Engineer for 
Family Fun Day Event + 

hire of equipment. 
INV: 040821 

Boss Leisure 
Entertainment HHPC4086:03.08.21    

PAID BY 
BACS £900.00 

Hire of marquee, ‘Last 
Man Standing’, Disney 

slide & garden games for 
Family Fun Day Event 

INV: 07082021 

Mr G. Cocksedge HHPC4086:03.08.21    
PAID BY 

BACS £450.00 

‘Hire of Live musicians 
‘Rumblefish’ for Family 

Fun Day Event. 

Medway Council - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £2,008.58 
Parish Elections 2019 

INV: 0600326990 

Stoke Parish Council HHPC233:11.12.19   
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £16.96 

50% contribution towards 
the Telephone & 

Broadband 
communications package 

J Allen HHPC1029:13.01.21    
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £30.00 
Office allowance from 
09/09/21 to 13/10/21  

J Allen - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £89.99 
Black Ink Cartridge 

INV 218839 

HMRC - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £475.94 
August Tax & NI for JB, 

JG, & JA  

J Gallivan - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £649.04 
August 2021 Wages  

J. Balciunas - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £649.04 
August 2021 Wages  

J Allen - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £656.61 
August 2021 Wages 

Smart Pension - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £39.96 

August 2021 Employee 
Pension Contributions 
(deducted at source) 

Smart Pension - 
TO BE PAID 

BY BACS £23.98 
August 2021 Employer 
Pension Contributions 

TOTAL   £16,290.88  
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8.   Grant applications  
       a). To discuss a request for financial support towards a new notice board at St Margaret’s Church in 
       High Halstow. 
       HHPC5066:08.09.21  The members spoke of the request for financial support received from St Margaret’s 
       Church, surrounding the purchase of a new notice board. 
 

       A discussion ensued, where Cllr R. Collins confirmed that he had repaired the board for the church the 
       last time it had broken. Accordingly, the Clerk was instructed to go back to the Church to ask them what 
       size notice board they were hoping to purchase and if the existing board could be re-repaired. 
 

       Cllr M. Stone also spoke to advise that she thought it would be nice if all the noticeboards in the village 
       could look uniform, she asked the Clerk to enquire if the Friends of St Margaret’s might consider obtaining    
       a quote from Greenbarnes Ltd (the manufactures the Parish Council had agreed to use). 
 

9.   Management of the Council’s Land and Property 
       a). Recreation Ground 
        HHPC5067:08.09.21  No report. 
 

       b). Play Park 
        HHPC5068:08.09.21  No report. 
 

       c). Allotments 
        HHPC5069:08.09.21  Cllr M. Stone spoke to confirm that following her last report,  that she had been 
       notified there was one plot that was not being maintained.  
 

       She also advised that following feedback from other tenants, it was felt that some of the allotment 
       plots were too big to maintain singularly, where a request for the members to consider dividing a few of 
       the plots was put forward. 
 

       It was acknowledged that interest in a vacant allotment plot had already been lodged by St Margaret’s 
       Church, a member of the public (sat in the public gallery) and a Parishioner from an adjoining village.    
        

       Cllr M. Stone spoke to inform the members that she would be placing an advertisement for the vacant 
       plot in the High Halstow Times and on Facebook before any formal decisions were made. 
 

       The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson, responded to confirm that she was not sure if there were any conditions 
       to letting a plot to a Parishioner who did not live in the village and that she could not foresee an issue in 
       further dividing the plots. 
 

       d). Forge Common 
        HHPC5070:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that cutting of the grass was now overdue, which     
       he advised he was chasing. 
 

      e). Village grounds maintenance 
        HHPC5071:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to refer the members to an email that had been sent by the  
       Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer, regarding an update on the various issues that had been reported with the 
       ditches at Valentine’s Drive, the ground at the rear of Cardigan Close  
       He also confirmed that the Chairman had earlier received a request to trim trees in Forge Common at 
       the back of a property in Marsh Crescent, which he was dealing with. 
 

       Cllr R. Collins spoke further to inform the members that there were two sections of land at Leaman’s 
       Close which had not been incorporated into the ‘Green Spaces Contract’, that he was speaking to BLM 
       in regards to.  

 
 
 
 
 



High Halstow Parish Council 
           50 Pepys Way • Strood • Rochester • Kent • ME2 3LL 

      Tel: 01634 710086 • e-mail: clerk@highhalstow-pc.gov.uk  

                     Website : www.highhalstow-pc.gov.uk 
 

Page 7 of 12 

 

 

                   Finally, he closed his report in advising that he was investigating whose responsibility it was to maintain 
       the land at the back of Crest Homes, where it would appear that the developers’ own contractors were 
       not upkeeping this area. 
 

       Cllr M. Stone spoke to notify the members of a complaint she had received concerning overgrown 
       foliage that was interfering with the view of the road at Half Moon Way. She advised that upon 
       inspection she could not identify an issue with the foliage, however she had noted that the roots from 
       the trees were coming through the driveway, which could potentially become a trip hazard.  Cllr R. 
       Collins spoke in response to inform Cllr M. Stone that this issue was the responsibility of Taylor Wimpey 
       and that it should be reported to them. 
 

       f). Notice Boards 
        HHPC5072:08.09.21   Cllr M. Stone spoke to refer the members to the exact quote she had received 
      from Greenbarnes Ltd, which equated to £1,947.17 for new noticeboard. 
 

      She confirmed that the Clerk was already in discussions with the manufacturers to verify if the Parish 
      Council’s logo could be engraved onto the notice board header, details of which had already been 
      incorporated into the above quote. 
 

       A discussion ensued surrounding the refurbishment and the placing of the members existing notice       
       boards, where it was agreed that the noticeboard located outside the Cricket Club would be moved to 
       closer to the bus stop and that the notice board located outside the Memorial Hall would be moved to 
       a more prominent place, close to the entrance to Heronden Grange development, thus allowing the new 
       notice board to be placed in the centre of the village, within the grounds of the Village Hall car park.  
 

       It was proposed by Cllr M. Stone to accept the quote from Greenbarnes Ltd, which was seconded by 
       Cllr L. Atkinson and unanimously agreed. 
 

       Cllr T. Munday also spoke to request that Cllr M. Stone be given the power to decide on the exact 
       siting’s of the refurbished noticeboards, to prevent further procrastinating at meetings. 
 

       g). High Halstow Football Club 
        HHPC5073:08.09.21  Cllr T. Munday spoke to inform the members that he had emailed the Clerk a     
       draft copy of the High Halstow Football Club’s tenancy agreement from last year.  
 

       The Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, spoke in response to confirm receipt and to advise that she had already emailed 
       the amended version for year to the members with their electronic meeting packs, for approval.  
 

       A discussion ensued where it was acknowledged that the majority of the conditions remained the same  
       as last year, accordingly the Clerk was instructed to issue the new tenancy agreement to the football  
       club for signature as soon as possible. 
 

       h). Woodpeckers Youth Football Team  
        HHPC5074:08.09.21  Following on from the introduction of the Woodpeckers Youth Football Club 
       earlier during the public session, the members acknowledged receipt of an email from their Chairman, 
       which requested permission to hire the High Halstow sports field and to use the village’s 11 a side pitch 
       every other Sunday for the 2021/2022 season. 
 

       A discussion ensued where of many the members agreed with the introduction of a juvenile team. 
 

      It was proposed by Cllr L. Atkinson, seconded by Cllr R. Collins and unanimously agreed to grant the 
      Woodpeckers Youth Football Club permission to use the pitch, alongside the existing football 
      team, where it was accepted that both clubs had each other’s contact details in order to share the       
      facilities.  
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      i). Electric Car Charging Point                                                                                           
       HHPC5075:08.09.21  Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to confirm that she was still looking into what grants were     
     available for Parish Councils to assist with the associated costs of installing an electric car charging 
     point in the Village Hall car park. 
 

     She confirmed however that having recently attended an electric car exhibition, that she had been 
     inspired by the variety of electric cars now available.  
 

     A discussion ensued surrounding the type of charging point that would be required, where Cllr T. Munday 
     spoke to recommend a three-phase, 100KW charger. The Vice-chair Cllr C. Watson also spoke to advise 
     that she had seen a charging point mounted to a lamp post recently, where she wondered if the Parish 
     Council had considered this type of unit.  

  

10.  Highways & Transport  
     a). Public Rights of Way 
      HHPC5076:08.09.21  No report. 
 

      b). Street Cleaning 
       HHPC5077:08.09.21  Cllr G. Jerreat spoke to inform the members that following a minor operation on      
      his ear, that he understood Mr J. Gallivan was now back at work. He also advised that Mr J. Balciunas 
      had been very helpful in Mr J. Gallivan’s absent by providing one hour’s cover every day. 
 

       Cllr G. Jerreat ended his report in advising that as a result of the Personnel Meeting, that was held on 
       Saturday 11th September, that a meeting with the Street Cleaners would be arranged towards the end  
       of the year, once Cllr C. McFarlane was re-available from her trip abroad. 
 

       c). Tree Warden’s Report 
       HHPC5078:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that one of the new trees that had been installed by 
       Medway Council, along Eden Road, in February, had sadly died. 
 

       Accordingly, he confirmed that he would be speaking further to Medway Norse to arrange for a 
       replacement tree or sapling. 
 

        HHPC5079:08.09.21  Finally, the Vice-Chair Cllr C. Watson spoke to confirm that she understood the 
       High Halstow Primary Academy had successfully obtained 160 free tree saplings, which were due 
       to be delivered shortly. 
 

       d). Bus Shelters 
        HHPC5080:08.09.21  No report. 
 

11.   Internal Committees/Working Party Updates 
        a). High Halstow Environmental Group  
         HHPC5081:08.09.21  Cllr M. Stone spoke to advise the Environmental Group had last met last night, 
        where she confirmed that she would circulate a copy of the minutes to the members and to the Clerk. 
 

       b). GDPR & Policy Working Party 
         HHPC5082:08.09.21  Cllr T. Munday spoke to inform the members that he had nothing to report. 
 

       c). Christmas Tree Working Party 

         HHPC5083:08.09.21  Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to inform the members that she understood, having 
        spoken to the local Christmas Tree supplier in the village, that the Parish Council would struggle to find 
        a ‘live’ Christmas tree bigger than 6 feet tall. 
 

        Cllr T. Munday also spoke to concur with Cllr L. Atkinson’s findings, where he confirmed that having 
        conducted his own research on ‘live’ Christmas trees online, that he too could only find a supplier to 
        provide a Christmas tree with a maximum height of between 5 & 6 feet tall. 
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        A discussion ensued surround the required height of the member’s live Christmas tree, where it was  
        agreed that a tree 6 feet tall would be sufficient.  
 

        It was therefore agreed that the members of Christmas Tree Working Party would obtain prices in 
       advance of the next Parish Council’s monthly meeting to circulate the details for approval as soon as  
       possible. 
 

        A question surrounding a power supply for the new Christmas tree’s lights was also raised, where it 
        was mooted that the supply could be sourced from the nearest lamp post, located next to the bus 
        shelter outside the Village Hall, to prevent the members from digging up their car park.  
 

12.   External Committee Updates 
        a). KALC 
         HHPC5084:08.09.21  Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to confirm that she was yet to circulate the minutes from 
         the last KALC meeting, which she would action in due course. 
 

        b). Rural Liaison 
         HHPC5085:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that the next Rural Liaison meeting had not taken 
        place yet, and that he understood the meeting had been scheduled to take place later this month. 
 

        c). High Halstow Primary School 
         HHPC5086:08.09.21  Cllr C. Watson spoke to refer the members to a copy of the report that she had 
        been already circulated from Ms G. Stangroom of the High Halstow Primary Academy. Please refer to  
        Annex A for a copy of this report. 
 

       d). Friends of St Margaret’s 
         HHPC5087:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that St Margaret’s Church were now undertaking 
        the pointing on their walls, where accordingly the church would soon have further scaffolding erected.  
 

       e). Towards Plastic Free Medway 
         HHPC5088:08.09.21  Cllr M. Stone confirmed she that she had spoken to the manager of the ‘Towards 
        Plastic Free Medway’ charity, where she understood the members were 14% away from reaching their 
        target in becoming a ‘plastic free community’. She encouraged the members of the Parish Council to 
        keep sharing their details, where she confirmed that their team still needed more allies to achieve their 
        goal. 
 

13.   Communication 
         a). High Halstow Times  
          HHPC5089:08.09.21  Cllr M. Stone spoke to confirm that she had no report. 
 

        b). Website  
          HHPC5090:08.09.21  Cllr L. Atkinson spoke to advise that following her last report ref: 
          HHPC5035:11.08.21 , that she was still looking into changing the members webpage providers, 
        following correspondence that the firm were going to shortly charging for their services. 
 

        Cllr T. Munday also spoke to recommend the Parish Council sourced quotes for a website builders, where 
        he acknowledged that the Chairman, Cllr G. Crozer had previously offered to assist in building a new 
        webpage. 
 

        He raised concerns that the building of the new webpage could be very time consuming and that 
        ultimately the Parish Council might find it more cost effective to outsource this task to a professional  
        contractor, who could then create the members webpage to their exact requirements including a 
        proper logo and expert graphics. 
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14.   Police matters          
         a). Police Surgery - next meeting 05.10.2021 
          HHPC5091:08.09.21  Cllr T. Munday spoke to remind the members to contact him if they had any 
         urgent Police matters that needed to be addressed at the next surgery, which had been scheduled to 
         take place virtually on Tuesday 5th October.  
 

         The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson, also spoke to ask if the members had considered advertising the date of 
         the next Police Surgery on social media, where she felt this post might encourage any members of the 
         public to come forward with any concerns they might have. 
 

         Finally, Cllr R. Collins spoke to confirm that he had already reported the poor condition of the public 
         toilets to Medway Norse and accordingly this matter did not need to be addressed at the Police at their 
         surgery. 
 

15.   Halls 
         a). Recreation (Village) Hall 
                            HHPC5092:08.09.21  Cllr R. Collins spoke to advise that the Village Hall was now back open and 
         that most of their regular users had returned, including a few extra clubs and societies.  
 

         Cllr T. Munday also spoke to confirm that the Cricket Club were holding their annual presentation in 
         the Village Hall in October. 
 

        b). Memorial Hall 
                            HHPC5093:08.09.21  Cllr C. MacFarlane spoke to confirm that the Memorial Hall was now back open at 
         full capacity however only some of their regular users had returned. She encouraged the members to 
         spread the word and there were vacancies and invited the Parish Council to hold their meetings back in 
         the hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 

16.   Village Reports  
        a). Relief in Need 
         HHPC5094:08.09.21  The Vice-Chair Cllr C. Watson, spoke to advise that Ms C. Peek had given her 
        apologies for this evening and accordingly the members had no report. 
 

17.   Consultations  
         HHPC5095:08.09.21  None.  
 

18.  Correspondence   
          HHPC5095:08.09.21  Following on from a discussion held at the last meeting surrounding the ‘Health 
         and Wellbeing Bus’ ref:  HHPC5042:11.08.21  , Cllr M. Stone spoke to enquire if the Clerk had managed 
         to secure a date for the health initiative. 
 

         The Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, spoke in response to confirm that she had emailed Ms J. Stannard, but she had 
         received an out of office. In her absence she had emailed her colleague, who she was now waiting to           
         hear further from. 
 

19.  Any other business (previously item 23) 
         HHPC5096:08.09.21  The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson, spoke to move item 24 ‘Any other business’ 
        Forward. Accordingly she asked the members in turn if they had ‘Any other business’. 
  

        With permission from the Vice-Chair a member of the public spoke to remind the Councillors of the      
        Redrow playpark that had been promised, but had yet to be built. It was acknowledged that in the 
        interim the residents from the new estate had been using the village’s main play park, where a question 
        was raised if the developers would consider providing the Parish Council with an allowance to update 
        some of the equipment in their play area instead. 
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        A discussion ensued, where Cllr T. Munday spoke to advise that he hoped eventually the members 
        would be able to budget a proportion of their Section 106 funds, once received, to carry out a full 
        refurbishment in the play park. 
 

         HHPC5097:08.09.21  The Cllr R. Collins also spoke to inform the members that he and the Clerk, Mrs J. 
        Allen had met with a colleague from the HMRC concerning an outside PAYE balance, accrued whilst  
        Ms C. Bloomfield was in post as the Parish Clerk.  
 
 

         HHPC5098:08.09.21  Cllr T. Munday spoke again to update the members on the village ‘ Fun Day’, 
        which had taken place on Monday 30th August. Accordingly, he confirmed that the day had been a great 
        success, where asked the members to consider making the event an annual occurrence.  
 

        He informed the members that aside from the activities that had been planned by the Cricket Club and 
        the stall by the Parish Council (with details of the Neighbourhood Plan) that there had been no other 
        local stands planned by any of the local village clubs or societies. He hoped that if he had more notice to 
        arrange and advertised the event for next year that this could change, where he spoke of charging for 
        some of the activities on offer and arranging for a grand draw to raise money for a charity selected by 
        either the Parish Council or the public. 
 

        Cllr R. Collins spoke in response to make recommendations that the members considered combining 
        the next village ‘Fun Day’ event with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 

        The Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, also spoke to inform the members that she understood at the last Jubilee, 
        certain Borough Councils were offering grants to Parish Council’s to aid with the various events. 
        Accordingly, she advised the members to consider approaching Medway Council to ask if there were 
        likely to be any grants available for the next Jubilee celebrations. 
 

        Finally, the Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson spoke to thank Cllr T. Munday for organising the event, which she 
        asked the Clerk, Mrs J. Allen, to minute. This vote of thanks was also echoed by the Parishioners sat in 
        the public gallery, who thanked him individually, stating it was exactly ‘what the village needed’. 
 

20.  Reports and Circulars (previously item 19) 
       HHPC5099:08.09.21  None. 
 
21.  Date of next meeting (previously item 20) 
         HHPC6000:08.09.21  The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson spoke to inform the members that the next 
        meeting would take place on Wednesday 13th October in the Memorial Hall, unless a public meeting 
        with the local MP Kelly Tolhurst could be arranged before then. 
 

        The remaining three (3) members of the public left. 
 

22.  Section 100A(4) (previously item 21) 
23.  Personnel (previously item 22) 
        HHPC6001:08.09.21   Cllr C. MacFarlane, the Chairman of the Personnel Committee, spoke to update 
       the members on the ‘Personnel Meeting’, that had taken place on Saturday 11th September. Where she 
       informed the Councillors that both she, the Clerk, Cllr M. Stone and Cllr G. Jerreat had been in 
       attendance. 
 

       Cllr C. MacFarlane confirmed that the meeting had gone well, where the committee had spoke of the 
       issues and the challenges faced by everyone over the last 18 months owing to the COVID-19 
       pandemic and the most recent private family matters the Clerk had recently experienced.   
 

                      She confirmed that the committee had spoke of targets with the Clerk, which included the issuement of  
        minutes earlier in the month and to not be afraid to ask for help from any of the members or to stop  
        the meeting and ask the members to repeat the last item. 
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        Finally, she advised that a meeting with both the Street Cleaners, to carry out general catch up, 
        had been mooted. Where the members had reached an agreement for these meetings to take place         
        towards the end of the year, once the Chairman had returned back from visting her family abroad. 
 

24.  Close of meeting 
         HHPC6002:08.09.21   The Vice-Chair, Cllr C. Watson, closed the meeting at 9.15pm and thanked 
         everyone for attending.  
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on: 

Wednesday 13th October 

Monthly Parish Council Meeting 
 

 7.30pm The Memorial Hall 

 

   
 

 

ANNEXES 
 

Annex A 
 

12.   External Committee Updates 
         c). High Halstow Primary School   HHPC5086:08.09.21   
 

         Pupils have all returned really positively. It is lovely to see them enjoying almost normal school life 
         again, as we no longer need to stay in ‘bubbles’ etc. We have been able to have an assembly in the hall       
         for the first time in 18 months! 
 

         We have been successful in our request for some trees for school so should receive approximately 160  
         very small trees in November. We would like to invite any interested parish councillors to join us when 
         we plant them but will be in touch when we have a date.  
 

 


